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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


G EOR @® MY 


PRINCE os WALES. 


May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, | 
| 


S this work is deſigned to promote the 
cauſe of morality, I have preſumed to 
lay it at the feet of your Royal Highneſs ; 
whoſe early entrance into the paths of vir- 
tue, under the conduct of an illuſtrious and 
Royal Mother, and the direction and auſ- 
Pices of the beſt of Fathers and of Kings, 
has encouraged me to hope that theſe Tales 
will hereafter meet with your Royal High- 
neſs's approbation. | 
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I am your Royal Highneſs's | Li 
Nloſt devoted and obedient Servant, 
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KIND READ ER, © 

HOUGH Sir Charles Morell has been long 
lince dead, yet it is not in the leaſt wonder- 
ful that this work has been kept from the pub- 
lic eve, as his papers were left to relations, 
who neither knew nor inquired into tlie value 
of his works. Nor had they now ſeen the 
light, unleſs they had been put into my hands, 
with many other papers and parchments, to 
ſettic fome differences u hich have ariſen in the 

family. 5 5 wy 5 
Having full liberty to uſe his literary works 
as I pleaſed, I have made it my buſineſs to be- 
come maſter of them by degrees; and I thould 
have publiſhed his account of India long ago, 
had I not found that work already done to my 
hands, though not in ſo maſterly a manner, yet 
ſufficient to prevent the ſale of any ſecond 
work. But altho:1gh this was a very curious 
performance, and I was vexed that pecuniary 
priidence ſhould oblige me to withhold it for 
3 ſome 
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ſome time longer from the public, as his ele: 
e drawings alone, relative to the ſubjects 


ne wrote upon, would coſt five hundred pounds 


to engrave; yet I hope to make 1t up to the 
world, by offering them a book, which, if it is 
Teſs uſeful tocommerce, yet it may be far more 
entertainment and inſtruEtion to all degrees of 
men; and this is a tranſlation in his own hand- 
writing, of the works, (or, as they are called 
in the title-page, j the delightful Leſſons) of 
Horam the ſon of Aſmar. Delightful indeed | 
whether we conſider the matter, the ſubject, 
the manner, or the moral of the work. 

Theſe leſſons are divided into tales; where - 
fore, in compliment to the taſte of the age, I 
have called them «© The Tales of the Genii;“ 
andat ſeveral times I have inſerted ſome ſmall 
detached parts of them in the public papers, 
to try what ſucceſs they were likely to chal- 
lenge from the world; which was ſo juſt and 
ſo great, that I have now been at the expence 
of printing the whole together, and of em- 
ploying ſeveral very able artiſts to enrich it 
with copper-plates. 

And now, reader, I hope that theſe tales 
will be as ſucceſsful in Europe, as my friend 
Sir Charles Morell teſtifies they have been in 
India; that they will be the means of delight- 
ing and inftructing the noble youth of both 
ſexes; and that they will give that ſatisfaction 
to the learned, which every good work of ge- 
nius, art, and morality, doth always excite. 
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Y | | 

e | 

£ | Horam, the Son of Aſmar, 

4 | | 

4 WRITTEN BY 

: SIR CHARLES MokELIL. 

1 b | 

29 | . | 

[1 DRIN G my long and painful reſidence in 

55 many different parts of Aſia, both in th+ 

be Mogul's dominions and in thoſe of the Ottomar, 

d empire, it was my fortune, ſeveral times, to 

'e meet with a ſmall Perſian work, entitled, The 

15 „ Delightful Leſſons of Horam, the Son of Al. 

it « mar;“ a book of great note both at Iſpahan 
and Conſtantinople, and frequently read by 

>s the religious teachers of Mahomet to their 

d diſciples, to excite them to works of morality 

in and religion. c 

t- I conieſs, being chiefly converſant in trade, 

th I had very little appetite to read the rehgious 

n doctrines of Pagans; and it was not, till I 

25 had met with the work in almoſt every part of 


Aſia, that I was tempted to examine a book 
recommended on the ſcore of their religion. 
But a few hours reading in it made me repent 
my former want of curieſity, as the deſcrip- 
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tions were lively, the tales intereſting and de. 
lightful, and the morals aptly and beautifully 
couched under the molt entertaining images 
of a romantic imagination. 

Having got this treaſure in my poſſeſſion, it 
was my next ſtudy to tranſlate it into my na- 
tive language, intending it, when completed, 
as a preſent to my wife and family in England. 
But buſineſs calling me to Fort St. George, I 
unfortunately left a part of the manufcript 
behind me at Bombay. | 

1 was ſenlibly affected at this loſs, and the 
more ſo, as | found it impoſſible, through the 
multiplicity of my affairs, to replace my tranſ- 
lation; ſo 1 gave over all thoughts of my in- 
tended preſent, and contented myſelf with 
frequently reading the enchanting original. 

But if my voyage to Fort St. George depri- 
ved my family of the tranſlation, it doubly 
repaid my loſs, by the addition of a very va- 
luable friend, with whom I got acquainted at 
Fort St. George: this was no other than the 
great Horam, the author of the book in queſ- 
tion, who then reſided in the Blacks town, and 
was eſteemed as a faint by all denominations, 
both Pagans and Mohainmedans, and who 
was very intimate with the Englith belonging 
to the tort. 

As I was extremely deſirous of his acquain- 


tance, and very aſfiduous in pleating him, he 


ſoon diſtinguiſhed me from the reſt of my 


countrymen; and he would often, in our 


walks through the gardens at the back of the 

fort, entertain me with las-clegant and inſtruc- 

tive converſation ';. g 25 
* e At 
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At theſe times I did not fail, at proper in- 

tervals, to lament his diſbelief of our holy 
Chriſtian faith. To this, for ſome time, he 
made no anſwer; but whenever it was men- 
tioned, he ſeemed more thoughtful and reſer- 
ved. But I conſidered the ſubject of too much 
conſequence to be laid afide, merely on a point 
of punctilio, and therefore ſeldom omitted to 
bring it up in all our private converſations— 
till at length, one day, 'after I had been for 
ſome time expatiating on the bleſſings of Chriſ- 
tianity, he ſtopped ſhort, and falling proſtrate 
on the ſandy walk, in a ſolemn and audible 
voice, he pronounced as follows in the Perſian 
language. | 

« O Alla! thou moſt powerful and merciful 
Being; who, although thou ſpanneſt the hea- 
vens with thy hands, doſt nevertheleſs endue 
the piſmire and the bee with wiſdom and know- 
ledge ; vouchſafe alſo to enlighten the under- 
ſtanding of the reptile that adores thee ; and 
if it be thy will, who canſt cauſe the light to 
riſe out of darkneſs, that theſe men ſhould 
teach that with their lips for truth, which they 
will not acknowledge by their lives, have mer- 
cy both on me and them: on me, who cannot 
be convinced by precept without example; 
and on them, who mock and deny thee, 


under the ſemblance of faith and obedience?! 


Are not the Chriſtian vices, O Alla! more 
hateful in thy ſight than Pagan blindneſs? and 
the eyes of thoſe who boaſt fuperior ſight more 
dim than the eyes of him who gropeth in dark- 
nels and error? Are theſe men, who are 
fharp and greedy in worldly gain, laviſh and 

| | | profuſe 
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profuſe of heavenly riches? And would they, 


who covet the duſt of India, officer us an eter- 


nal exchange for our mouldering poſtefitons ? 
Surely the pureſt and wiſeſt religion cannot be 
revealed to the moſt unthank ful and ignorant 
of mankind ! The pearl would not be caſt to 
the iwine, and the children of Alla be deprived 
of their inheritance; but the worm mult not 
fly the ignorant judge, nor durſt preſume 4t?? 

After ſaying this, Which I confeſs affected 
me ſtrongly, = continued ſome time in awful 

ſilence proſtrate on the ground, and at length 
aroſe with tears in his eyes, ſaying, © Be the 
will of Alla the law of his creature.” 

It was ſome minutes before 1 could muſter 
up words and reſolution ro anſwer Horam, ſo 
much was I awed by bis juſt, though ſevere im- 
© 3x06 rank bur obſerving him ſtill to continue 

is meditations, I ventured to begin. 

friend, aid I, is is juſt, and 
man is ſinful. The Chriſtian religion is pro- 
feſſed by millions, and all are not like the mer- 
chants of India. If theſe prefer wealth to re- 
ligion, there are many who have ſuffered for 
the cauſe of Chriſt; who have preferred an 
iIgnominicus death in his faith to all the glories 
of infidelity. I, indeed, am not like one of 
theſe; but I truſt, O Horam, that my faith, 
though weak, is not deat, and that my obe- 
dence, though imperfect, will yet be accepted, 
through his merits whom I ſerve. 

« It all Chriſtians were like my friend,“ 
ſaid Eoram, Horam would embrace ile faith 
of Chriſt ;—burt what are thoſe who mingle 
with infidels, whole days are the days af riot, 

and 
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and whoſe nights are the nights of intemperance 
and wantonneſs? Who preach truth and prac- 
tiſe deceit? Who, calling themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, do deeds unworthy of Pagans ??? +4 

« Theſe,” ſaid I, „my friend, are moſt of i 
them unhappy men, of ſtrong paſſions and 
ſmall inſtruction, who were ſent here as for- i 
torn hopes; but even of theſe many have 
turned out ſober and religious, and have ſpent 
the latter part of their lives in piety and de vo- 
tion.” 

„What!“ jnterrupted Horam, „they have 
ſerved their lufts firſt, and their God laſt! 
Alla, whom I worſhip, likes not fuch votaries ; 
he requires the earlieſt offerings of a pious 15 
heart, and prayers and thankſgivings that riſe * 
to Heaven ere the days of the niglit diſappear. is 
The man who ſerves the all-glorious Alla, 
muſt proftrate himſelf ere the watchful ſun ac- 
cuſe him of floth by his reviving preſence, 
and continue his adorations when the lamp of 
day is no longer ſeen: he mult enter into the 
fociety of the faithful, while manhood delays 
to ſeal him for his own, and perſevere in his 
march, as the Rajaputas of the Eaſt.” 

« 0 Horam!”* anſwered I, „ were the God 
whom ue worſhip to be what 8. in perfect- 
neſs, the whole length-of our lives would not 
{uffice to lie proſtrate before him; but our ü 
merciful Father expects not more from us than 14 
ve are able to pay him true it is, that we 
eught to begin early and late, take reſt, and 
daily and hourly offer up our praifes and peti- 
tons to the throne of his grace. But better 
iS 2 late repentance than none, and the ele- 
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only, as Mahomet repreſents him, 


_ diſcharge of their own mortal debts, and can- 
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| venth honr of the day for work, than perpe- 


tual idle neſs until the end of our time; and this 


1s not obtained to us but through the mercies 


of our Lord and Saviour ; not the Prune 
ut the 


King, the Prieſt, and the Saviour of Man- 


kind.” | 
« What Saviour is this,“ ſaid Horam, of 


whom you ſpeak ſo often, and in ſuch rap- 


tures? Can one, then, fave another from the 
wrath of God, when you yourſelf acknow- 
ledge the beſt of men to be his unprofitable 


_ ſervants ?” 


&« As a man only,” anſwered I, « he can- 
not, but as God and man he was ablc; and 
did offer a full atonement, not only for my 
fins, but your's alſo.” | 
It is certain,” faid Horam, „that al! fleſh 
is weak and corrupted, and, as the creatures of 
God, we cannot ſuppoſe that he, who is all 


goodneſs and perfection, ſhould make us un- 


able to perform what natural ſenſe informs us 


is our duty both to Alla and his creatures; that 
{ome ſupernatural power was neceſlary to re- 


lieve us, I grant ; but I ſee not why we ſhould 


go ſo high as to ſuppoſe that power muſt be 
- Gxyine.” | 


« If the offence, anſwered I, “ Was 
againſt God, God only. could remit the pu- 
niſhment,.and no creature of God could poſſi- 
bly pay him more ſervice than was due from 


an entire dependent on his maker. Therefore, 


neither angel, nor ſaint, nor prophet, could 
redeem ; for all they could do was but. the 


not 
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not be called a work of mediation for another, 


22 80 with regard to a prophet, or any private man; 
1s give him the utmoſt power and favour with 
2 God; ſuppoſe him to be born perfect, to pay 
88 an unſinning obedience, yet he ſtill has paid 
he but the ſervice of one man, and therefore can 
2275 jatisfy but for one: and with regard to angel, 
genius, or ſuperior being, though ſuperior to 

of | man, he 1s but a ſervant of God, and a debtor 
= to his Creator, to whom he muſt for ever owe 
he all poſſible ſervice and obedience, Conſider- 
aka ing an atonement in this light, O Horam! you 
le ee no poſſible Saviour but one equal to God; 
| and to ſuppoſe that there be many Gods, is to 
7275 derogate from his honour, and to deny his 
ad government and power: therefore, we Chriſ- 
wy tans are taught, that the Son came from the 
Father, the Methas, whom David withed to 

ſh jee, and called him Lord; of whom all the 
of prophets in the books of the prophecies of the 
all Jiraelites, did prophecy, took upon him our 
n- feth, that he might be enabled to ſuffer for 
Us the infirmities of mankind; and truly, I think, 
"at O Horam ! that this ſtupendous inſtance of 
S WW mercy cannot be looked upon as abſurd or un- 
1d reaſonable, though it be the moſt ſupreme de- 
be claration of God's mercy and forgiveneſs; for 
Þ when God condemns, who can ranſom but 
vas God himſelf? or to whom, think you, the 


* glory of man's redemption could be, with an 
on propetety, attributed, but to the Lord of all 
IN mercies?? 

re, « Mr. Morell,“ ſaid Horam, “ there is rea. 
id ſon and truth in the words of my friend; but 
the | am periuaded, tew of the Chriſtians I have 
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ſeen think fo ſer iouſly of theſe things as you 
do; profeſſion without practice, and faith (I 
think you call it ſo) without a true belief, con- 
tents your krethren. If your religion is true, 
how wicked are the greateſt part "of the Eu- 
ropeans! I can compare them only to ſilly wo- 
men, who ſtrive to ſhut out the glories of the 
meridian ſun, that they may poke over the 
dull light of an offenſive lamp.“ 

My friend and I had many ſuch converſa- 


tions, but this in particular I took down as 


ſoon as I left him, becauſe, I confeſs, I was 
very much ſhocked at his judicious remarks; 
and I am fure, if they make as much impref. 
lion upon others as they did on me, they will 
not be unſerviceable to the world, thould ever 
theſe ſheets ſee the public light. 

And now I am in the vein of writing, and re- 
colleéting theſe paſſages between Horam and 
my lelt, which gave me great pleaſure, I can- 
not omit mentioning one particular which 

aſſed between us previous to his relation of 
Fs own adventures to me, 

We were diſputing, as uſual, on religion, 
and Horam was remarkably ſtrenuous in con- 
tending for his Prophet Mahomet, when I faid 
to him, „Tell mie then, O Heram, ſince you 


are bigotted to the Mahommedan religion, what 


D 


invitations have you to propoſe, ſhould I be 
willing to enter into your faith?“ 

* my friend!“ anſwered Horam, ſhaking 
His head, I too well underſtand the mean- 
ing of your deceitful requeſt—Yes,” conti- 
nued he, „I know the profeſſors of my reli- 
gion are apt to propoſe a multitude of wie 

an 


an- 
Yer 
reli- 
ves, 

and 
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and the pleaſures of women, to thoſe who will 
embrace our faith ? but theſe, O Morell! I dare 
not promiſe, for I am ſcandalized at the Ma- 
hommedans, when I reflect, that wordly plea- 
ſures are all that we promiſe ta thoſe who will 
take thename of Mahomet for their Prophet ; 
but ſurely the young only can propoſe ſuch 
pleaſures, and the young only can be capti- 
rated by them. Wordly joys are mean in- 
citements to the love of Alla, and impure em- 
braces but little ſigns of pureſt faith : had I an 
ineſtimable gem, thould I honour it by placing 
it in the mire? Or would any one believe that 
I had treaſured jt up amidſt the filth of the 
earth?“ | | 

The more I converſed with Horam, the 
more reaſon had I to admire both his natural 
and acquired talents: he was a bigot to no re- 
ligion, and had as few prepoſſeſſions as ever L 
met with in man. By his Aue found he 
had travelled into many parts of the world; 
and by his ſenſible e ions perceived that 
he had made a noble uſe of his ſtudies and tra- 
vels. This made me very deſirous of hearing 
an account of his life, which, after fome length 
of acquaintance, he indulged me in. 2 

« I came,” ſaid he, „from the confines of 


the Caſpian ſea, and the mother which bore 


me was the widow. of Adenam Aſmar, the 
Iman of Ferabad; ſhe lived on the contribu, 
tions of my father's friends, who was adored, 
when-/living, for his piety and devotion; and 
thoſe who ſupported her, ſpared no pains or 
coſt in my education, that I might tread ip the 
ſteps of Adenam my father. 

B 2 At 
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At twelve years of age my friends ſent me in 
the caravans to Mouſul, to ſtudy under Acham, 
the moſt learned of the teachers of the law of 
Mahomet. With this ſage I continued for 
nine years, and officiated for him in the moſques 
of Mouſul, till Alhoun, the baſhaw of Diarbec, 
taking occaſion to quarrel with our cadie, 
marched toward Mouſul, and utterly deſtroyed 
the | $66 carrying away with him four hun- 
dred of the inhabitants, whom he ſold for 
flaves. Among this number was Horam, the 
friend of thy boſom, who, though an Iman, 
was nevertheleſs ſent to Aleppo by the avari- 
cious baſhaw, and fold to an Engliſh merchant. 

« With this perſon, whoſe name was Wim- 
bleton, I lived for ſeveral years; and having 


a ready memory, I ION myſelf to learn the 


Engliſh language, and ſerved him in the qua- 
lity of an interpreter. | 

« My maſter finding me more faithful and 
uſeful, ſoon employed me to traffic for him in 
the inland countries, and I travelled with the 
caravans into moſt parts of Amalia, Turcoma- 
nia, Armenia, Curdittan, and Perſia; and exe- 
cuting my commiſſions to the ſatisfaction of my 
maſter, he gave me my liberty, upon condition 
that I would, during his life, ſerve him in the 
capacity of ſteward. I accepted with thanks 
his bounteous offer, and Alla made the time 

of my ſervitude as the ſhadow before the ſun. 
« Within two years my maſter died, and com- 
manded me on his death bed to make up his 
eftects, and ſend or carry them to his brother, 
who, he ſaid, but little deſerved them, (but 
the grave ſhould not be entered by thoſe who 
| | Wee 


J.. at; yy 


were at enmity) allowing me aquarter part fur 
my ſubſiſtence; * for freedom, ſaid he, 
„without property, is but an obligation to 
change, perhaps, a good maſter for a worſe. 

« as greatly affected at the death of my 
maſter, and reſoleed to ungertake the journey 
to England in perſon, reſerving only one-tenth 
of my maſter's fortune, x hich was ſufficient ta 
ſatisfy the defires of one whoſe hope was not 
fixed on the pleaſures of life. 

« Having collected my maſter's effects, I 
paſſed through the Mediterranean to Leghorn, 
and from thence to Paris, and fo by Calais to 
London. In the countries which I paſted, 1 faw 
v1thfurpriſe the magnitcence of the Popiſh re- 
ligion, where, however, ceremony ſeems to 
polſeſs the ſeat of moral duties, and ſuperſti- 
tion is Cloathed in the veſtments of faith. I 
was ſurpriſed to find ſuch abſurdities in Europe, 
where I was warned by my maſter to expect 
the moſt rational cuſtoms, and rhe pureſt liglit 
of virtue and religion. But the female glance 
will not always bear to be expoſed, and the 
veils of the Eaſt would well become the faces 
of the European ladies. I often perceived a 
cuſtomary monotony in the prayers of Chrif, 
tian prielis, and the fervqur pf devotion was 
buried in the unmeaning geſtures of its vota- 
ries. In the Eaſt we fall jow before Alla, we 
are earneſt in our petiions; but in Europe, 
Chr ans ſeem as unconcerned in the teny-ie 
a2 in their houſes of refreſhment, and often as 
lJoquacious and familiar. But this I have ob- 
ſerved more frequent in Fngiand than in any 
other part of the worid. Indeed, the Englith 
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behave as though they were wiſer than the 
God they pretend to worſhip ; they attend him 
with great indifference, and if the face is an 
index of the mind, a by-fiander may perceive, 
that when they meet together to worthip their 
deity, they think of every thing but of religion. 
Perhaps a variety of attitudes is, among Chriſ- 
tians, a mark of the higheſt adoration ; : If 10s 
the Engliſh are the moſt meritorious devotees 
I ever beheld : ſome are fitting, ſome are ſtand- 
ing, ſome are lolling, ſome are yawning, ſome 
are even ſleeping, and all theſe varieties are to 
be met with in the {ame part of their worſhip ; 
ſo that a ſtranger would imagine that there was 
a great diverſity of opinion among Chriſtians, 
even in the ſame church, which was the mof* 
decent and becoming poſture for a ſinner to 
uſe before a God of purity ; for fo I think the 
Chriſtians call their Deity. But I will not 
trouble you with my obſervations, which were 
chiefly religious, as my firſt ſtudies in life 
naturally led me to obſerve the different modes 
of religion among mankind. 

« ] waited upon the brother of my deceaſed 
maſter, with a faithful account of his effects, 
and informed him how generous my maſter 
had been to me, in allotting me one quarter 
of his effects. 

«© Mr. Edward Wimbleton changed colour 
at my relation; the death of his brother did 
not ſeem to affect him ſo much as my declara- 
tion, that my maſter had been 1c heneficent to 
mes. 

« ] was grieved to obſerve this behaviour 
in a Chriſtian, and to und that a man, in _ 

mo 
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moſt enlightened kingdom of the earth, ſhould: 
think ſo avariciouſly of riches, and ſhew fo lit- 
tle reſpect to his benefactor and brother. 

« But I haſtened to relieye his diſquietude, 
as it is my maxim to make every one as happy 
as I can, leaving juſtice and judgement to the 
eternal Alla. | 

« Though my maſter has been thus in- 
dulgent, Sir, ſaid 1, yet I did not think it de- 
cent in me to remains myſelf fo amply as his 


partial fondneſs might fancy I deſerved, and 


therefore I have only taken one tenth part, and 
the reſt I am ready to deliver up to you. 

« Mr. Edward Wimbleton was pleaſed at 
my anſwer : Modeſty and decency,” faid he, 


care the moſt uſeful attendants on thoſe who 
are born to ſerve ; and I commend your fide- 


lity to my brother, in not preſuming to take 
that which fickneſs only, and an impaired judge - 


ment, might influence him to laviſhand ſquan- 


der away. He always was too generous; he 
hurt his fortune here in England formerly by 
the fame vice; and much good counſel have 
I given him ere now on that topic, when he 
wanted to perſuade me to lend him money, ta 
make up his broken affairs; but I rather ad- 
viicd him to ſeek his fortune out of the king- 
dom; and if I had ſupplied him here he ne- 
ver had gone to Aleppo, or been the man he 
was when he died.” © 25 | 
„He then commended my fidelity to my 
maſter, and commanded me to wait upon him 
the next morning. This I did, and took with 
r the will of he deceaſed, wherein my le- 
e gacy 
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| gacy was ſpecified ; and 1 found it not uſeleſs 


to me. | : VS ks 

«© Mr, Edward Wimbleton, when he ſaw me 
in the morning, ' abuſed me much, calling me 
many names, which were a reflection on my 
country, and my religion. Theſe I ſubmitted 
to patiently, conſidering how often the. Chriſ- 


tians are abuſed and ſtigmatiſed by the follow- 


ers of Mahomet. But his threats were ſuc. 
ceeded by more alarming ſeverities, for open- 


ing his counting-honſe door, he beckoned to 


ſome ruffians, who called themſelves officers 
of juſtice, and commanded them to ſeize me, 
and carry me to priſon, as a debtor to him. 
inſiſted that I owed no man any thing. To 
this my maſter's brother anſwered, that I had 


cajoled him with a falſe ſtory of my honelly 


and moderation, and under pretence of not 


taking a quarter of his brother's fortune which 


was left me, I had taken a tenth part, when in 
reality none was left me. - _ | 
« Tothis1 anſwered, that I could produce 
my malter's will, which was properly atteſted; 
and that I had a friend in London, a gentleman 
Who had been long reſident in Aleppo, who 
had cautioned me to be watchful of his deal- 
ings; that it the officers had the power of the 
law they might uſe it, but if not, my friend 
would inform acvainit Mr. Wimbleton, if he 
did not meet me on the .Exchange by two 
. | | | | 


« At this inſtant we heard a violent knock- 


ing at the door, at which M. Wimbleton 
turned pale, and the officers, if ſuch they were, 
looked aghait. I took advantage of their con- 
; | ! ſternation, 


a ay Aa Im AD GS 


Ho 
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lefg fernation,. and hurried out of the counting- 
gy houſe to- the ſtreet door, and -faw my dear 
os friend, with ſeveral gentlemen behind him. 

e „Sir,“ ſaid. I, (you are come in time to fave 
my me from the deſigns of ſeveral ill · looking men. 


tred Mr. Wimbleton charges me with impoſition; 
oC. but I have in my pocket the will of my maſ- 

ter,. „ ß 50 Hoe FAY 
where is Mr. Wimbleton ?? ſaid my friend. 
© Is there no ſervant in the houſe s' and he 


** knocked again. | To 

GER This, Sir, ſaid I, is the counting-houſe,” £1 

me, pointing to a door; I left him in it with ſe- 1 

- -1 veral men, whom he called officers of juſtice.“ in 

T. « My friend then rapped at the door of the 

ha counting-houſe, and was told from within, that 1 


belly Nr. Wimbleton ſaw no company, nor did any 
buſineſs that day. 8 | 
nich! Well,“ anſwered. my friend, I am nat i 
much concerned about that, as I have ſecured in 
a poor ſtranger from deſtruction.* _ . 1 
juce « We quitted the houſe of my/maſter's bro- 1 
ed: ther, and my friend carried me to Change, Il: 
and declared to. every one the uſage I had met | 
with, and the right L had to inſiſt on-a quarter 1 
of my maſter's effects. But how was 1 ſur- (ay 
* the priſed to find, that my behaviour, ſo far from 1 
| being applauded, was laughed. at by every 
f he one. It N he ſhould have any,” ſaid 
one, © ſince he knows no better how to make 
uſe of it. I ſhould ſuſpect,” ſaid another, 
ock- that he really had no right to any; for what 
cron man upon earth who might have had a quar- 
ter, would be ſatisfied with a tenth 7 


« In 


* 
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«In ſhort, every one aſkedto fee the wil}, 
which being read, cleared all doubt and dif 
pute. 

& But now a different clamour aroſe, and my 
friend, and all that were preſent, adviſed me 
- proſecute Mr, Wimbleton for my whole 
ecac ; ö N 

0 1 faid I, I never wiſhed for 
more than I have; every man ought to ſet 
bounds to his deſires, mine are, I bleſs Hea-W 

ven, amply indulged: to have more than 
enough i is needleſs, is burthenſome: too much 
rain does not nouriſh, but cauſeth the fruits 
of the earth to rot and decay. There is: 
wind which flleth the fails of the mill, and 
there is a wind which deſtroyeth by over. muct 
wer.“ 

© The man,” ſaid they all, „is beſide himſelf 
he has fooled away his wealth, he knows not 
the value of riches.” 

« Beiide,* continued I, * gentlemen, I can. 
not accept of {ſuch obligations as are unreaſon- 
able: the bounty of Ho + maſter bore no pro- 
portion to my merit; though his munificenceſr] 
was great, yet it thouta not deſtroy tht humi- t: 
lity of my own thoughts; but, excluſive of al 
theſe conſiderations, l have already given uri 
the remainder to my maſter's brother, 1 haveWni 
reſigned all pretenſions to that which I neverEui 
thought 1 merited or deſerved.* fr 

That indeed, ſaid they, is bad; but didi ca 
vou ſign any ſich releaſe? did you fay it be-Wnc 
fore witneſſes? H as Mr. Wimbleton any proc p. 

to bring againſt vou? If it was only between 
yourſelves, the law will take no notice of hiſth 
Evidence, 


wy 
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will, evidence, and you may proceed ſafely againſt 
| dil- BY him.“ | 
f Mr. Wimbleton's proofs, ſaid I, are of 
d my little conſequence to me; I bear v thin myſelf 
d mea witneſs and record of all my actions: one 
vhole who will not acquit me, though the judgement 
of princes ſhould pronounce me guiltlefs.“ 
d ſor This poor man, ſaid they, has a comical 
to ſet way of talking and thinking, but I believe we 
Hea-BE way venture to pronounce, that he will Never 
than riſe in the world.“ 

much « After this moſt of them left me; and one 
fruit of the few that ſtaid, faid— 
e is 2 stranger, | admire your notions, your con- 
I, and tentment, and your modeſty ; but give me 
much leave to fay, you are ney zlecting the pub- 
lie welfare wlile you endeavour to provide 

nfelf;WW only for your own advantage. To bring an 
s nei infamous man to juſtice is a debt vou owe to tlie 
public, and what you recover from him you. 

I can-W way reaſonably lay out in ſome public ſervice. 


This is the great law of ſociety; and to do 
good to multitudes is far more pre ferable than 
the private ſa-isfaction of eating or drinking 
to ourſebves alone.“ 

Sir,“ anſwered I, vour notions alſo are 
right; but in the preſent caſe what opportu- 
nity have I of bringing an offender to juſtice, 
unleſs I demand from him what I have already 
freely delivered up to him? The public ſurely 
cannot require the ſacritice of inv conſcience, 
nor can public juilice be exalted through 
private vices. : 

Sit,“ ſaid he, i ſhall ray no more than this: 


the law has befciendes 5 you in the preſeat cale 
Mr. 
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Mr. Wimbleton is in your power, and you are 
to blame if you let him eſcape ; nay, let me 
tell you, the world has reaſon to expect this 

from you, and he who hides an offender from 
juſtice, 15 little better than the . who com- 
mits the offence.” 

« At this they all left me, and a new ſet of 
gazers ſucceeded, whom I avoided as ſoon as 
poſſible, by leaving the place ; and having re- 
turned to my lodgings, I began to reflect on 
the ſcene that was pa ed. 


| „ 'The refinements of Europe, ſaid I, are 
£41 too ſubtle for the groſs underſtanding of an 

| Aſiatic, and I was miſtaken when ! thought 

[ that virtue had the ſame outlines 1 in every com- 

1 munity. 

% Traffic is the Prophet of the Europeans 

: and wealth is their Alla. I will, however, 


Te! remain among them till I have learned their 
UE > ſciences, whoſe roots firſt grew in Alia, but 
Sf: whoſe fruit js with theſe ſons of care. 
With this reſolution I applied myſelf ts 
1 the cultivation of thoſe ſciences, which are ſo 
1 juſtly admired in the Eaſt. I ſtudied the power 
of fizures, and found my mind enlightened by 
1 the application of a few magical, Arabic cha- 
| racters: with nine figures I was taught to mea- 
ö ſure the great parent of day, and to calculate 
the dittance of the ſtars of heaven; to foretel 
| the baneful ecliples of the fun and moon, and 
| to propheſy unto kingdoms and nations the 
loſs of the light of Heaven. By theſe taliſ- 
| mans of {cience could I meaſure the inacceſli- 
ble heights cf the mountains, and the wide 
ſurface of the deep, and threaten the 1 


depths of mathenlatical knowledge. 


LIFE OF HORA M. 25 


with the portentous appearance of terrifying 
comets. Think not, therefore, O Morell! that 
I ſpared either trouble or time to arrive at the 
I adored 
that bright conſtellation of the North, the Hea- 
ven- taught Newton, with whom 1 often held 
ſuch converſe as the inhabitants of the Eaſt 
are ſaid to hold with the Genii of mankind. 1 
ſaw him bring down the moon from the realms 
of night, to influence and actuate the rides of 
the ſea, and heard him read in his books the 
laws of the tumultuous ocean ; he marked the 
courſes of the ſtars with his wand, and reduced 
eccentric orbs te the obedience of his ſyſtem. 
He caught theſwift flying light, and divided 
its rays; he marſhalled the emanations of the 
fun under their different-coloured banners, 
and gave ſymmetry and order to the glare of 
day; he explained the dark eternal laws of 
nature, and ſeemed acquainted with the dis- 
tates of Heaven. | 

&« Such a maſter oyer-paid all the toils T had 
taken in my voyage to England; and what 1 
could not find in the public reſorts of the 
merchants, I diſcovered in the cloſets of the 
learned. | 

e It was matter of great ſurpriſe and joy te 
an ignorant and bigotted Aſiatic, (o be thus let 
looſe from his narrow prejudices into an un- 
meaſurable ſyſtem of planets and worlds; ta 
look with contempt at the Caſpian fea, deline- 
ated on the artificial globe, which was once 


like a boundlefs proſpect before my eyes, and 


diſcover, with a motion of my finger, all the 
kingdoms of the earth expoſed ts my view. 
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But then, when the wide extent of ſea and 
land had filled my mind, to look on all as a 
ſmall attendant planet on the ſun, and on the 
ſun itſelf as but one among a thouſand ſtars, of 
equal, if not ſuperior, magnittide, my whole 
ſoul was loſt in the long, long extended idea, 
and I ſeemed but as an inviſible atom amidit 
ten thouſland worlds! ; ER 

„Nor did my reſearches end here; I at- 
tended my friend to Cambridge, and examined 


with him the ſyſtems of the natural philoſo- 


phers. I was pleaſed to ſee facts preferred 
to hypotheſes, and nature dictating her own 
laws. I traced with admiration the printiples 
of mechaniſm, and ſaw the regular ſcale of 
multiplied power by which Archimedes would 
have moved the earth. The ſecrets, too, of 
chemiſtry, were laid open before me; inert 
matter was engaged in war-like commotion, 
and fire was brought down from Heaven to 
entertain me; but it was not ainuſement with- 
out inſtruction, nor the cauſe of admiration un- 


fruicful in Knowledge: I heard the reaſonings 


of the philoſophers on theſe ſubjects, and con- 
ſivered their concluſions; and I often ſmiled 


to fee oppulite opinions ariſing from, and ſup- 
ported by, the ſame experiments. This taught 
me at once the beauty of nature and the folly 


of man. I found 1gnorance growing on know- 


ledge, and that the mazes of learning were lead- 


ing me to their original entrance, I arrived 
at the ſame place of uncertainty from whence 
I {et out; with this difference, I was alſured 
of human ignorance, while others were pre- 
parirg to be deceived by a ſhew ot JADE. 
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I left this ſeat of knowledge purſuing their cir- 
cle of ſtudies, concluding, from what 1 had 


ſeen, that ſcience is no farther uſeful, than as it - 


conduces to the improvement of life; and 
that to know, and not to practiſe, is like him 
who is buſy in the ſeed-time, and idle in har- 
en, 5 


« Having joined a knowledge of phy ſic and 


hiſtory to the ſciences I was before matter of, 
J began to pant after my native land, where 
there was a wide field open to diſplay my 
knowledge. 5 

« But war, which is the bane of ſcience, 
prevented my journey to Aleppo. The re- 
gions of Aſia being barred from my approach 
in the Mediterranean, were yet open in the 
Eaſt-Indies: a fleet being deſtined for thoſe 
parts, T entered as a paſſenger in one of the 
Company's ſhips, and arrived, after a tedious 
paſſage, in the bay of Bengal. 

© In the progreſs of my voyage my intel- 
lectual knowledge was confirmed, and I was 


pleaſed to "add experience to ſcience. The 


wonders of the deep are not leſs magnificent 
than the rude and enchanting ſcenery of the 
majeſtic mountains; and waves are hurled on 
waves byggontending ſtorms, till mimic Alps 
appears ual in horror to the true; but he” 
who is certain that his life is never a moment 
in his own power, will be as calm in the tem- 
peſt as-when he runs before the breeze. It is 
of little conſequer' e whether the worm or the 
loud thunder deſtroys us; whether the earth 
open and ſwallow up a nation, or whether that 
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people go down to their graves the ſingle vice | 
JJ. ĩ rd en oe ng ĩ Oe We TY 
I reſided ſome time in Bengal, before I 
could find any opportunity of proceeding to 
the Mogul's court, where I had. reſolved to 
ſeek for preferment. The monarchs of the 
Eaſt are fond of the European ſciences ; they 
in ſome meaſure tolerate the religion of the 
Jeſuits, that they may be benefited by the in- 
genious labours of that inſinuating ſociety ; 
but they are no friends to the Chriſtian faith, 
and the miſſionary who was to depend on his 
religion only, would ſoon fall a facrifice to 
either the Mahommedan doctors, or the Indian 
Bramins. But at preſent religion is the pre- 
tended motive of the Jeſuits travels into In. 
dia, though perhaps they are as little zealous 
to propagate the true doctrines of Chriſtianity 
as thoſe they ſerve are to believe them: they 
are good mathematicians, but bad ſaints, unleis 
where they expect ſome temporal advantage 
from the propagation of their faith. | 
« Nothing, therefore, but their uſeful know- 
ledge could prevail upon the Eaſtern monarchs 


to careſs a ſociety whom all Aſia deſpiſes. 


The machinations of theſe fathers, money 
carried on by art, are yet betrayed by the 
proud ſpirit of thoſe who conduct them, and 
their fate is determined whenever the Aſiatics 
ſhall have learned their ſciences. Theſe re- 
flections induced me to ſtudy the European 
arts, and I made no doubt but that my. preſence 


would be acceptable at the court of the Great 
Mogul: my ſurmiſes were not unjuſt. I made 


myſelf known to the nabobs and the vizirs » 
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the court, and being provided with an entire 
ſet of the beſt mathematical inſtruments, and 
a portable apparatus in philoſophy, 1 was heard 
with pleaſure, and attended to with admira- 
tion, My fame ſoon reached the Mogul's 
ears, and that mighty monarch ordered the 
wonderful philoſopher of the Eaſt into his 
preſence. | 

My knowledge and experiments raiſed the 


| ſuſpicion of the Mogul, and he fancied that 


I was a Jeſuit diſguiſed. Ten learned Mahom- 
medan doctors were ordered to examine me. 
I went through my ablutions and purifica- 


tions, and the hidden ceremonies of the religion 


of our prophet. I explained to them my birth 
and manner of:life, and told them under whoſe 
inſtructions I had imbibed the precepts of the 
Faithful. I painted to them the days of my 
ſlavery, and my education in Britain, the land 
of ſcience. I declared to them, finally, my 
deſire of implanting in Atia the ſeeds of that 
learning which I had gathered in Europe, and 
beſought their aſſiſtance to cultivate and ripen 
the great deſign. | | | 
« My brethren were amazed at my diſcourſe, 
and rejoiced at my ſucceſs; they haſtened to 


diſcover my intentions to the Mogul, and t 


aſſure him of my uprightneſs and truth. That 
powerful monarch was enraptured at my de- 


tign, and immediately ordered me a building 


in his palace. He daily ſent for me to exhibit 
the amazing effects of my art, and employed 
me in mathematical and aftronomical labours. 
Being returned to my own religion, I 
begged leave again to officiate as an Iman of 
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zo LIFE OF HOR AN. 


our law. I preached to the people at my lei- 
ſure, and read in the book of our prophet 
before them. 

« Alla proſpered my labours, and my fame 
was extended over Aſia. Reſpect and honour 
were on my right hand, and my left was as 
the handmaid of ance, Aurengzebe, the 
great conqueror of the earth, was my friend, 
and he placed the ſultan Oſmir, his ſon, under 
my tuition, 

« Oſmir was but five years old when the 
Mogul intruſted him to me. 

et virtue be the baſis of tnowled es, and 
ou knowledge be as a ſlave before her.“ 
4 Such were the words of Aurengzebe ; I 
- heard, and fell proſtrate, and applied "myſelf to 
the inſtruction of my infant charge. 
„And now it was, O Morell i that I con- 
ceived the purpoſe of diſguiſing the true doc. 
trines of morality, under the delightful oa 
gories of romantic enchantment. Mine e 
had ſeen the great varieties of nature, and t x 
powers of my fancy conld recall and realize 
the images. I was pleafed with my own in- 
ventions, and hoped to find that virtue would 
ſteal into the breaſt amidit the flowers of lan- 
guage and deſcription. 

« My leſſons, though deſigned only for the 
young prince, were read and admired by the 
whole court. Oſmir alone was diſpleaſed at 
them; his mind was not diſpoſed to attention: 
he curſed the hours of his confinement; he 
read without benefit; he admired vice in all 
its deformity, and deſpiſed the leſſons of virtue 


and goodneſs; or it * made a fight im- 
N 


irtue 
im- 
eſſion 


vice had its uſual aſcendency. 

but yet what was Aſia, or the whole world, while 
one unconquerable mind was left, for whom 
various countries were my admirers, the max- 


| thoſe who commended my writings. 
made me pine when the branches of honours 


| the mortification to be called the Bahar of 


his malice. 
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ſſion on him, it was but for a moment, and. 
In the mean time, Aſia received with plea- 
ſure the leſſons of Horam, the ſon of Aſmar; 


alone they were firſt intended! But although 


ims of Horam had no effect on the lives of 
This 


overſhadowed me, and ſink under fears which [El 
none but myſelf might have entertained. _ Hi 
« Oſmir grew up under my care, and I had 1 


the moſt abandoned of mankind. In a few 
years he became a monſter and a man. It was 1 
then Horam was deſtined to feel the weight of 
« Aurengzebe 
the vicious principle of his ſon, and made no 
doubt but that he would ſoon aſpire to his und 
throne. - This made. the prudent monarch re- $8 
ſolve to take all power from him. Oſmir was ü 
confined by order of the Mogul, and but a ma 
few choſen attendants ſuffered to ſeg him. 7 
« The malicious prince, finding himſelf 
curbed by the authority of his father, and 
ſuppoſing me to be the cauſe of his confine- 


perceived the haughtineſs and 


ment, accuſed me to his attendants of adyifing 


him to ſeize on the throne of Fadia. The 
pretended copfeſſion was carried to the Mo- 
gul, aud ignominious chains thrown over 
me. The ſultans and the nabobs were all 
pleaſed at my fate. I wondered not at the 
„„ | _ © fickleneſs 


thou faithful ſervant; I do not believe the 


32 LIFE OF HORAM. 
fickteneſs of the courtiers, but was aftoniſhed 
at the malice of Oſmir. | 
« In a few days I was drawn out of a dun- 
eon, whither I had been ordered, and brought 
efore Aurengzebe. That monarch had aſ- 
ſumed the imperial frown, but I faw the beams 
of mercy in his eye. He ordered my chains 
to be taken off, and commanded the ſlaves and 
courtiers to withdraw. | Z 
„When we were alone I proſtrated myſelf 
before him, and remained on the earth. 5 
Riſe, O Horam!' ſaid Aurengzebe; riſe, 


accuſation againſt thee. Declare thine oun 
Innocence, and I ſhall be perſuaded of the 
Tr bf | a 
Rather,“ ſa'd I, O maſter of the world 
let Horam thy flave periſh, than that the truth 
of Oſmir thy ſon be queſtioned. Yes, I do 
confeſs 1 have often counſelled the prince to 
aſpire to the virtues of truth, wiſdom, juſtice, 
and moderation, the great ornaments of thy 
throne, and I think my life ſhould pay the 
forfeit of my preſumption. . IN-fated Horam, Þ 
(continued 1, burſting into tears, for my heart 
was overcharged) how are thy endeavours 
' fruſtrated! and how is the fruit of thy labour 
CEE 
© Blaſted indeed, thou good old man!“ ſaid 
Aurengzebe; for I muſt either aecuſe mà˖ 
firſt- born of the utmoſt meanneſs, or my faith- 
Ful fave of rebellion. ” There is one way left 
to we: depart from the court, Horam; thou 
"ſhalt have yearly a'thouſand ſequins of gold; 
but on thy faith declare to me that thou wilt 
8 never 
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hgis continued goodneſs, and I pray 
the great Alla, to-change the heart of theill- 
fated Oſmir. 


the Pagans !* 
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never leave my empire; I cannot myſelf em- 


ploy thee, and yet, O Horam! I cannot loſe 


| thee.” ; 


4 fell again proſtrate at the feet of Au- 
rengzebe: I thanked the merciful 780 for 
ed aloud to 


« Aurengzebe gave me a ring from his 


finger, and bid me depart ſilently in the night, 
to the utmoſt confines of his empire. 


<« I obeyed with cheerfulneſs; and by the 
aſſiſtance of a nabob, who was my friend, and 


whom Aurengzebe had ordered to take care 


of me, I travelled to the mouth of the Ganges, 
and from thence by ſea to this ſettlement of 
your countrymen, where I have bought up 
every copy of my unavailing inſtructions that 
I could meet with, and have committed them 
to the flames, to be devoured by the god of 
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TALES OF THE GENII. 


EDATNA and COULOR, the children of. 
+ Giualar, the Iman of Terki, were the 
pride of their parents, and the wander of the 


took them daily into a grove of oranges and 
itrons, Which ſurrounded a fountain in his 
zarden, and ſeating them under the ſhadow of 
hoſe fragrant trees beſide the pure baſon, 
after he had firſt dipped them in its waters to 
waſh away the bad impreſſions of the world, 
e thus began his inſtructive leſion: 8 1 


« Hearken, ye tender branches, to your pa- 


and imbibe the maxims of age and experience! 
as the piſmire creeps not to his labour till led 
dy its elders; as the young eagle ſoars not to 
he ſun, but under the ſhadow of its mother's 
ing, ſo neither doth the child of mortality 
pring forth to action, unleſs the parent hand 
doint out its deſtined labour. „ 
« But no labour ſhall the hand of Giualar 
appomt unto Patna and Coulor, except the 
5 Worſhip 


inhabitants of Maz anderan; their aged father 


ent ſtock; bend to the leſſons of inſtruction, 
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_ ceived an unuſual fragrance iſſue from a large 
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| them the children of the world, and 
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worſhip of Alla, the firſt of beings, and of Ma. 
 homet, the great prophet of the faithful. 

« Baſe are the deſires of the fleſh, and mean 
the purſuits of the ſons of the earth! they 
ſtretch out their ſinews like the patient mule, 
they perſevere in their chace after trifles as the 
camel in the deſart. As the leopard ſpring 
on his prey, ſo doth man rejoice over his 
riches, and baſks in the fun of ſlothfulneſs lik: 
the lions Gb. 5 | 

«« On the ſtream of life float the bodies off 
the careleſs and intemperate, as the carcaſe;ſ 
ef the dead on the waves of the Tigris. 
% The vultures of the ſky deftroy the car. 
— 4 man is devoured by the fins of hi 

eſh. | | | | ; 
„ Retire from men, my children, like thei 
pelican in the wilderneſs, and fly with the wild 


As Giualar uttered. theſe words, he per. 


eitron tree, which Was planted oppoſite the 
tender parent and his attentive children, which 
in a moment dropping its leaves, the trunk 
ſwelled into human proportion, and diſcovered 
fo their view a bright female form. 
„ Giualar,” ſaid the genius, „I approve 
your care, and am pleaſed to ſee your little 
progeny thus inſtructed from the mouth oi 
their parent. A father is bleſſed in the wil-W 
dom of his children, and the tongue of a foo} 
fhall pierce the heart of his mother. But 
why is Giualar ſo careful to prevent his off. 
fpring from entering into life? Alla has made 
their la- 
. öl 


en 


f Ma- 
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| mean 


they] 
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bour is a debt which they muſt not refuſe their 


panions of ſavages and brutes; but the wiſe 
purpoſes of Alla muſt not be prevented. No 


Kightly does Giualar caution his children to 
avoid the follies and vices of life, but the = 
| muſt be ſubject to temptations ere their worth 10 


their ſteps aright through the vallies of life.“ 
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fellow-citizens,. To drive them into the de- 
ſart would be indeed to make them the com- 


man is maſter of himſelf, but the public is 
lord over him; and to endeavour to defeat the 
purpoſes of Heaven is madneſs and folly. 


be approved. Suffer me, therefore, good 
Iman, to carry your children where they ſhall i 
hear the leſſons of humanity from the lips of i 
our immortal race, and where they ſhall learn 
from the failings or virtues of others, to guide | 


Giualar was tranfported at the offer of the 1 
genius, and falling down before her, was {2d 
about to offer her His prayers and praiſes ; = 
but ſhe raiſing him up, „GO Iman? ' faid ſhe, it 
« pay thy vows to Alla alone, and not tothe 
beings which, however thy ſuperiors, are yet vt 
the work of his hands. The moon is now be- 1 
tween us and the eye of day; ere it ſurround 
the inhabitants of earth, Patna and Coulor ſhall 
return to their parents; rejoice at the favour 
mewn unto thy race, and reſt in peace till a 
new moon bring them back into thy arms.”? 
So ſaying, ſhe embraced the young Patna and 
Coulor, and leaping into the fountain, diſap- 
peared with her charge. - - _ | 

In a few moments the children of Giualar 
found themſelves on a wide extended plain, 
which was terminated atione end by a noble 

VoL. I. | palace. 
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with the genii of mankind.” 


the good race of genii; and beneath, on Car- 


companion, ſaid he to the genius that was 
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place: Moang, the genins who led them, 
id them obſerve.that building: It is there,” 
ſaid the kind female, „that Patna and Cou- 
lor mult learn to know good from evil, light 
from daikneſs. But one thing obſerve, my | 
children, that ſilence be upon your lips; hear, 
ſee, and learn, but offer not to mingle ſpeech 


As ſoon as they arrived at the palace, Mo- 
ang led her little charge into a ſpacious ſaloon, 
where, on twenty-eight thrones of gold, ſat 


ts covering the whole ſaloon, were num- 
berief; of the lower claſs bf genii, each with 
two or more ct the Faithful under their charge, 
who were permitted to hear the inſtructive 
leffons of that uſetul race. 5 
Iracagem, whoſe throne and canopy was 
more exalted than the reſt, firſt began: 

O race of qgmmorgals!” 1aid the ſilver- 
bearded ſage, oſe care and protection 
the offspring of Hay are committed, ſay what 
hath been the ſucceſs of your labours ? what 
vices have you puniſhed ; what virtues re- 
warded ; what falfe lights have you extin- 
guiſhed? Helpleſs race of mortals !—but for 
our protection, how vain would be your tolls! 
how endlets your reſearches! Say, virtuous 


ſeated neareſt” him, * let us hear what have 
been the effects of thy tutelary care.” 

At theſe words the genius aroſe from his 
throne, and ſtanding before it with a decent 
awe, thus began his plealing adventure: 
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ce At your command, O ſage Iracagem! my 
voice ſhall not remain in ſilence: ſmall as my 
abilities are in the preſer vation of the human 
race, yet have I endeavoured to act accord- 
ing to the precepts of our maſter Mahomet; 
and the ſucceſs that has attended my labours, 


ry of the merchant of Abudah.” | | 4 


T ALE 1 — 


The Hiftory of the Merchant Abudab; or the | 
9 Tal:ſman of Oromanes. | | 


T* the centre of the quay of Bagdat, where „ 
the wealth of the whole earth is phured 
forth for the benefit of the Faithful, lived the 
fortunate Abudah, poſſeſſed of the merchandise 
and riches of many various nations, care ed b 
the mighty, and bleſſed by the indigent; daily 
providing for thouſands by his munificence, 
and winning daily the hearts of thouſands by 
his charity and generoſity. But however 
magnificently or royally the days of Abudah 
might be ſpent, his N were the nights of 
diſturbange and affliction : his wife, Who was 
fairer than the greateſt beauties of Circaſſia, 
and his children, who were livelier than the 47 
offspring of the fairies, and his riches, which 
where greater than the deſires of man could 
confume, were unavailing to drive from his ima- 
gination the terrors of the night; for no ſooner 
was the merchant retired within the walls of 
his chamber, than a little box, which no art 
D 2 might 
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might remove from its place, advanced with. Þ 
out help into the centre of the chamber, and 
opening, diſcovered to his ſight the form of a 
iminutive old hag, who with crutches hop. 
ped forward to Abudah, and every night ad. 
dreſſed him in the following terms :—*<« 0 
Abudah, to whom Mahomet hath given ſuch 
a profuſion of bleſſings, why delayeſt thou to 
ſearch out the taliſman of Oromanes? the 
which, whoever poſſeſſeth, ſhall know neither 
uneaſineſs nor diſcontent z neither may he be 
aſſaulted by the tricks of fortune, or the power 
of man. Till you are poſſeſſed of that valuable 
treaſure, O Abudahl my preſence ſhall nightly 
remind you of your idleneſs, and my cheſt re- 
main for ever in the chambers of your re- 
poſe. 80 x 

Having thus ſaid, the hag'retired into her 
box, ſhaking her crutches, and with a hjdeous 
yell cloſed herſelf in, and left the unfortunate 
. merchant on a bed of doubt and anxiety for 
the reſt of the night. 

This unwelcome viſitant ſtill repeating her 
threats, rendered the life of Abudah moſt mi- 
ſerable and fatiguing :—neither durſt he tell 
his grievance, leſt the ftrangeneſs.of the ad- 
venture ſhould rather move the laughter than 
the compaſſion of his friends. At length, 
howeyer, wearied out with the ſtrange and 
importunate demands of this nightly hag, he 
ventured to open his mind; and in the miqdſt 
of his friends aſked publicly, as he was feaſting 
in his ſaloon, who could give any account of 
the taliſman of Oromanes, or the place where 
it was preſerved. 0 * 
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To this queſtion his friends could return him 
no ſatisfactory anſwer: they had all, indeed 
heard of its virtues, but deſpaired of finding 
it: ſo that Abudah was forced to return again 


to the upbraiding of his nocturnal hag, and 
knew not what courſe to ſteer in purſuit of the 
appointed treaſure. | 


The next day he cauſed it to be cried pub. 
ficly in the ſtreets of Bagdat, that Abudah 


the merchant, would give much riches to the 
man who could inform him where the talife - 
man of Oromanes was lodged. This declara- 
tion was made for many days ſucceſſively, but 


no one appeared to ſatisfy the inquiries of the 


impatient Abudah. 


fter many days, a poor traveller, who had 


been ſpoiled of his goods by the Arabians, 


patling through Bagdat, heard the publication, 
and immediately offered to go before Abudah, 
and make known the place where the taliſman 


| of Oromanes was preferved. The friends of 
the wealthy merchant joytully carried the poor 


traveller to the palace of Abudah, and with 
great tumult introduced him to the merchant, 
who was fitting on a low ſopha, and ſeemed 


entirely indifferent to the mulic which played 


before him, the deſert of elegancies which was 


prepared for his food, and the careſſes of his 


wife and children, who endeavoured by their 


tenderneſs and affection to divert the gloom 


that overſhadowed him. 

„ Abudah,” cried his friends, lifting up 
their voices together, „behold the diſcoverer 
of the taliſman of Oramanes! | 
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At their voices, the afflicted merchant looked 

up, like one awakened from a dream. 

„This,“ ſaid his friends, preſenting the 
poor traveller to him, „ this is the man who 
will engage to point out to you the taliſman of 
Oromanes.” | = 

The traveller was now about to begin his 
relation, when Abudah, having eyed him 
round, commanded the apartment to be clear- 
ed, that no one but himſelf might enjoy the 
diſcovery. | 

His family and friends obedieatly departed; 
and the traveller, being left alone with- the 
merchant Abudah, thus began his tale :— 

« Your fortune and attendance, O wealthy 
citizen of Bagdat! allow of your ſearch after 
the taliſman of Oromanes; but to the poor 
and needy, to the outcaſts of fortune, no ſuch 
happineſs is permitted: they may indeed wan- 
der and exannne, but the taliſman 1s for ever 
ſhut up from their ſearch, for infinite are the 
expences which attend the diſcovery, and the 
large rewards which muſt be given to them 
who help the inquirer forward in his adven- 
ture after the ſacred taliſman. Myſelt, O mer- 
chant! have ſlaved through life to obtain 2 
ſufficiency for that great end and purpoſe ; but 
ſince the prophet has repeatedly blaſted my 
deſigns, and reduced me to my original ſtate 
gt want, I muſt endeavour to wean my affec- 
tions, and reſt contented, though unbleſt.“ 

« But, my friend,” ſaid Abudah, « you 
neglect to inform me where I may find or pur- 
shaſc this heavenly taliſman,”._ ' 
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the riches of the earth: you cannot obtain 
admittance. there without you go loaded with 


which you muſt preſent to the Genii, who 
coſtly, your labour is loſt.?” 

« nine thouſand acres of paſturage around the 
I have twelve thouſand 
twenty-two mines of the fineſt diamonds, and 


ſix hundred veſſels, which fiſh for and pro- 
duce the molt coſtly pearl; I have, moreover, 


eight hundred warehouſes, and four hundred 


ſtore-rooms, filled with the moiſt precious bales 
of ſilks and brocades; beſides theſe, the for- 


tunes of nine vizirs mortgaged for an hun- | 


dred years, and all the beautitul flaves of Cir- 
caſlia, are at my diſpoſal.” 

« O happy, happy Abudah!” interrupted 
the poor traveller, « thine then, and only 
thine, is it to purchaſe a paſſage into the val- 
ky of Bocchim.”” 

If ſo,” continued Abudah, overjoyed at 
the poor traveller's exclamation, ** direct me 
inſtantly to the entrance of the valley.“ 

« Alas, Sir!” anſwered the traveller, „it is 
in the deſarts of Arabia, many days journey 
from hence; beſides, your preſents are not 
ready, nor your guard, left the Arabs ſpoil 

| vou 


« Tt is lodged,”” replied the poor traveller, 
in the valley of Bocchim: princes are its 
guardians, and it is treaſured up amidſt all 


every variety that is coſtly and expenſive, 


keep a watch over this earthly paradiſe of 
riches; and if your preſent be not ſufficiently 


I have,” cried Abudah, (rejoiced to hear 
the taliſman might be obtained by riches). 
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you of your riches, and prevent pow appli. 
lley of Boe. 

chim; but if you will permit your ſervant to 
direct you in the choice of the preſents, ſome 
of which will take much time in preparing, by 
the next ſpring you may ſet forward, and 
ſpeedily find an iſſue to your journey.“ 

Abudah acquieſced in the arguments of the 
traveller, and having given orders that he 
ſhould uſe as he pleaſed his immenſe riches, 
he gave himſelf entirely up to the meditation 
of the intended journey. 
- The poor traveller having ſufficient powers, 
diſpoſed of the riches of Abudah to purchaſe 
the neceſſary preſents, and hired nine thou- 
ſand archers to accompany the wealthy cara- 
van of the merchants into the deſarts. 

The appointed time being arrived, and every 
thing prepared, Abudah took a tender leave of 
his wife and family, and began his, journey 


with the poor traveller to the valley of Boc- 


chim. 


The Merchant Abudah's Adventure in the 
Valley of Bocchim, 


'$ 6 the ninth day of the third month, ere 
the ſun was rifing on the moſques of Bag- 
dat, was the ſumptuous caravan drawn up in 
long order through the ſtreets. of that city, 

which Abudah beheld from his windows. 
Five hundred archers mounted on the fleeteſt 
couriers led the van, behind whom were twelve 
_- thouſand 
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4 thouſand oxen, thirty thouſand ſheep, and 


two hundred of the fineſt horſes of Arabia. 
Next to theſe came fix hundred, armed with 
ole-axes. and ſcymitars, with ſilken banners 


| diſplaying the bleſſings of paſturage, and the 
utility and conveniency of cattle for the fer- 
vice of man. 


After theſe were driven two hundred ca- 


mels, loaden with all manner of dried and pre- 
| ſerved fruits; a thouſand more with all ſorts 
of grain; a thouſand with the richeſt wines; 


and five hundred with the moſt pure oil; five 


hundred more with ſpices and 5 - and 


behind theſe a thouſand armed huſbandmen, 
ſinging the bleſſings of the earth, burning in 
cenſors the moſt. coſtly perfumes, and bearing 
flaxen and filken banners, repreſenting the 
ſeaſons and annual labours of huſbandry. 
Theſe were of the firſt day's proceſſion ; 
the ſecond began with five hundred miners, 
armed with fledges and hammers, whom a 
large car followed, drawn by twenty ſtrong 
oxen, having within it all the implements of 
Iron ; and above, in the upper part, an hero, 
who.commanded the armed men in the whole 
cavalcade. Then came five hundred artifi- 
cers, and after them a car drawn by twenty 
mules, with the implements of lead, and a cu- 
rious artiſan on the top of the car, ſinging the 
uſes of metals. Behind theſe came five hun- 
dred more artificers, with their different tools, 
and a car drawn by twenty horſes with caſt 
figures, ſtatues, and implements of braſs, and 
and a cunning artificer on the top of the car. 
After theſe followed a thouſand artificers in 
.- ſilver, 
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filver, and a ſumptuous car of ſolid ſilver, 
drawn by twelve unicorns, and laden with 
plate and ſilver coin; alſo an hundred camel; 
behind, laden alſo with ſilver; and on the? 
Car ſat the ſteward of Abudah. . 
At a ſmall diſtance from theſe came for- 
ward a thouſand armed cap-à- pie, after the 
manner of Saracens; and behind theſe fol.! 
lowed, on ſumptuous mules, five hundred of 
the principal foreign merchants richly habited, 
with the emblems of commerce curiouſly 
wrought in their garments, who were followed 
by an enormous car drawn by four elephants, 
laden with golden emblems and devices, with 
great quantities of that precious metal; the 
car alſo was of beaten gold. And into this i 
taking leave of Abudah, aſcended the poor 
traveller, arrayed in purple and gold, and 
Pues wich a golden rod toward the val- 
ey of Bocchim ; and theſe completed the 
ſecond days proceſſion. 

On the third day iſſued forth from the 
gates of Bagdat— the final proceſſion. of the 
caravan of the merchant Abudah; a thuuſandil 
archers began the ceremony, preceded by ai 
martial band of muſic, and bearing among 
their ranks fifty ſilken. ſtreamers interwoven 
with gold, and having the emblems of Abu- 
dah's family wrought in their centers. Next 
to theſe came fifty carriages laden with the 
richeſt ſilks and brocades, and two hundred 
ſurrounded the carriages arrayed in the dit. 
ferent habits of two hundred nations; after 
whom came fifty negroes on dromedaries, 
bearing about their necks ſtrings of the _ 
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ſilverroſtly pearl. After theſe a thouſand armed 
n with oldiers, after the e e manner, who at a 
camel; mall diſtance were followed by an hundred 


on the mutes, behind whom came, in two hundred 
palanquins, as many beautiful ſlaves from Cir- 
caſſia, each guarded by four eunuchs, and clad 
Wn the richeſt robes. | | 


The next in the proceſſion was the merchant 


1e for. 
er the 


ſe fol. 


dred offMAbudah, drawn in a chariot of pearl of the 
abited, Wanoſt curious workmanthip, by ten milk-white 
Iriouſly{Mltceds, whoſe trappings were of gold. As to 
llowed{Mithe garments of the merchant, nothing could 


We conceived more magnificent; but the ſplen- 


phants, 
dour of the jewels that were interwoven with 


2S, W ich 


al; the the cloathing, exceeded the moſt laviſh de- 
to this MWicription; on each fide the chariot a hundred 


poor i muſicians attended, and fifty ſlaves burning the 
d, and choiceſt perfumes; various ſplendid banners 
ne val-Vaved around him, and two hundred friends 
ted the behind, of the higheſt rank in the city of Bag- 


at, attended the illuſtrious and wealthy Abu- 


»m the dah, after whom a thouſand archers, and num- 
of the berleſs camels laden with all manner of pro- 
„ouſandiſions, water and wine, brought up the rear 
d by aof this magnificent cavalcade. Es 
among On the thirteenth day they halted in a plain, 
rw avea pounded on its ſides with lofty mountains, 
f Abu-Fnd at the farther end with a deep foreft of 
NextWedars and palms. Here the poor traveller 
ith the Heſcending with Abudah, walked forward to- 
undredMWrard the foreſt before them. 
he dif-. The traveller led Abudah into the foreſt 
; afrerhrough thickets almoſt impervious, ſave the 
edaries, 


ind path which guided them forward. 
he mot | | In 
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In this manner they paſſed till the evening, iſ 
when the traveller, entering a cave, diſap.ſ 
peared from the wonderful Abudah. ; 

The merchant eſſayed to follow him, but 
looking into the cave, he found it had no bot. 

m, therefore he was obliged to deſiſt. Z 

The fun was now ſinking from the moun. iſ 
tains, and the glowing ſkies ſeemed to tip the 
woods with their reddening light. Abudah 
being fatigued, firſt ſought out a tree, and 
climbing into it, reſolved there to wait the 
dawn of the morning. 

But the ſevere fatigues had ſo much ex. 
hauſted him, that although he had reſolved to 
watch till the morning, yet fleep ſoon over. 
Powered him, and made him forget either 
the wonders or the dangers that ſurrounded 
him, 

Abudah, in the morning when he awaked, 
was ſurpriſed at an unuſual glitter about him, 
and looking more ſtedfaſt, he found the tree 
V here he lat to be of pure gold, and the leaves 
of ſilver, with fruit like rubies hanging in 
cluſters on the branches. Looking around, 
he alſo beheld the face of the country as though 
it had been changed, for on every ſide ap. 
peared the moſt glorious palaces that eye could 
ccnceive, glittering with filver, gold, and pre- 
cious ſtones, fo that the whole appeared more 
like an heavenly than an earthly ſituation. 

Deſcending full of wonder from the tree, he 
found the ground he trod on to be gold- duſt, 
and the ftoies pearls; theſe were covered with 
flowers, which ſeemed formed of vegetable 
cryſtal, emeralds, and amethyſts. A r 
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| firubs of ſilver and gold met his eye, grow- 


| At the farther 
end of the proſpect, he beheld a vaſt and ex- 
panded dome, which ſeemed to cover a whole 


plain, and roſe to the clouds. This dome 


thone ſo brightly by the reflection of the coſtly 


materials of which it was compoſed, that he 
could hardly 


look towards it. However, as 
it ſeemed moſt to take his attention, he ad- 
vanced up to the dome. | | 

The dome, which was of entire gold, ſtood 
upon three hundred pillars of precious ſtone; 


one emerald formed the ſhaft of one pillar; 


one diamond the capital, and one ruby the pe- 
deſtal; the intermediate ſpaces between the 
piliars were of cryſtal, one piece between each 


E pillar, ſo that the inſide of the dome was viſible 


from all parts. The architrave was of ſolid 
pearl, inlaid with curious emblems, compoſed 
of feſtoons of amethyſts, topazes, carbuncles, 
rabies, emeralds, fapphires, and the moſt 
ſparkling diamonds. £0 | 
Abudah, though the richeſt of mankind, was 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at the profuſion of 
riches and beauty which he beheld, and. en- 
tering at one of the four portals, (for the dome 
had four, one to each quarter of the heavens) 
he beheld an ancient form, ſeated on a throne, 


Which looked too bright to diſtinguiſh what 


glorious materials it was made of. 

A great number of crowned heads attended 
him, and theſe. were ſupported by inferior 
beings, all clad in the molt ſuperb veſtments. 

Altaround the dome were placed with great 
deauty and ſymmetry, numblerleſs heaps of 

E wealth 
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wealth and riches; and the very pavement 
on which he trod was covered over with ta. 
peſtry carpet, repreſenting the riches of the 
earth, all in their natural colours. 

Abudah, as abaſhed at this amazing magni. 
ficence, and beholding ſuch perfonages with. 
in the dome, was retiring, when one of the 
Chief of the attendants, who who ſtood neareſt 
the throne, advancing, beckoned Abudah for. 
ward. : | 

The merchant.obeyed with trembling, and 
as he came forward, bowed himſelf to the 
ground; which the royal perſonage perceiving 
who ſat on the throne, ſpake thus to him 

« Fear not, Abudah, thou haſt ever been a 
favourite of the Genius of riches. _ I am thy 
friend ; and this journey which thou haſt un. 
dertaken in honour of me, in hope here to 
find the taliſman of the great Oromanes, 
ſhould not go unrewarded.—And firſt, led 
Abudah,” ſaid he to the Genius who had pre- 
ſented the merchant, © through all my ſtores, 
and let him view the riches of the earth: a 
fight that ſo many thouſands long ardeatly tg 
„„ | 

The inferior Genins obeyed; and taking 
Abudah by the hand, he led him toward a 
royal palace facing the eaſtern fide of the 
dome. 

Here as Abudah entered the palace, the 
walls of which were of the pureſt ſilver, with 
windows of cryſtal, he beheld incredible heaps 
of that precious metal, all ſeemingly compoled 
like branches of trees. 

«© What thou ſeeſt here,“ ſaid the Genius, 
6 is trifling ; for theſe heaps, which I 
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lie on the ſurface of the ground, really are of 


ement Bl the lame depth with the center of the earth; 

th ta- ſo that of this metal alone, there is laid up 

of the more in value than all the viſible riches of the 
MW world.” 

Nagn- WE The Genius next carried Abudah to a ſe- 


with. cond palace, built of pure gold, having win- 
of the WF gows like the firſt. 
neareſt Here alſo Abudah beheld the like profuſion 
ih for. | of gold; which, like the filver, continued 
| down to the center. 

g, and Next he was ſhewn, in an huge building of 
to the BW adamant, a ciſtern filled with the fragments of 

e1VINg all manner. of precious {tones and diamonds. 
m-— „ Theſe alſo,” ſa:'d the Genius, „are not 
been a terminated but by the center of the earth. 
im thy Now,“ continued he, © as you obſerved in 
aft un- the two firſt palaces, the filver and gold are 
ere to the little branches which drop from the trees 
mancs, of this vegetable valley of riches; as all 
t, leid things on earth are ſubject to decreaſe, which 
id pre- are here carefully collected, (for the rich are 
ſtores, N not exempt from toil) and placed in theſe re- 
rth: 2 poſitories, the bottoms of which, at the center 
atly to of the earth, are grated, and let out ſparingly 
= theſe ſmaller fragments: ſo likewiſe of the 
facing WW jewels, which fall like fruit from the trees, 
ward à Wand break into little pieces, tlieſe are all 
of the W thrown together to ſerve the earth, but none 
above ſuch a fize are admitted, nor indeed 

e, the could they paſs through the grating below. 
, with « Thus theſe metals and jewels mixing with 
: heaps WW the earth, and being diffuſed in its bowels, are 
npoled WI at length ſtopped by rocks and ſtones, and ſo 
= turn mines in difterent parts of the world, 
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each requiring the induſtry and labour of nan, 
that they may be brought more ſparingly inte 
the world.“ 5 | 

Abudah, having viewed theſe things, re. 
turned; and, being preſented to the Genius 
of Riclies, „Now,“ ſaid the Genius, bring 
forth the iron cheſt, where it is ſaid the talil- 
man of Oromanes is lodged.” | 

At the command of the Genius, ten of an 
inferior order brought in an huge cheſt with I 
fifty locks upon it; the cheſt 1tſelf was of 
iron, and bound round with the ſtrongeſt 
bands, which were harder than adamant. 
„ There,” ſaid the Genius to Abudah, 
« there is thy reward; return to Bagdat, and 
ive in peace all the days of thy life.” 

« Muſt i then,” replied Abudah, „O be. 
neficent Genius, carry with me the cheſt allo, 
or is it permitted that I take from thence the 
taliſman of Oromanes ?”? | 

«© Wouldft thou then,” replied the Genius, 
« take it from its place of ſecurity 2 Whill 
thou doft poſlets the cheſt, the taliſman is thine 
own, and the force of man cannot bereave 
thee of it? Why, then, ſhould curioſity pre- 
vail over ſecurity ? It is written in the chro- 
nicles of time, that he who poſſeſſeth the ta- 
liſman of Oromanes ſhall be happy; ſeek not, 
therefore, to diſentangle the taliſman from itz 
preſent ſtate of ſecurity, till it fail thee of its 
promiſed efficacy. Take, however, theic 
fifty keys, but beware leſt thy curioſity alone 
tempt thee, for what mortal can ſay if its re- 
fulgence be not too much for man to be- 
hold !” | 
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Having thus ſaid, the Genius commanded 
Abudali to he down on the cheſt, and imme- 


diately his eyes cloſed, and not till the morn- 


he awake, and find himſelf in a 


menſe caravan, hut now he found but forty 
camels and forty ſervants to attend him. 
Abudah inquired of his ſervants, what be- 
came of the riches and attendants that had 
travelled from Baydat with him to that plain; 
but they couid give no anſwer. They ſaid, 


indeed, that they had heard of ſuch a caravan, 


and that they had for ſome time miſſed their 
maſter from Bagdat ; and that although they 


nent over night to their reſt in his houſe at 


Bagdat, they found themſelves, with the tents 
and forty camels, loaden wich proviſion on 
that plain in the morning; and that coming 


r> ? 


into his tent, they ſaw him fieeping on an iron 


cheſt, and had removed him to the ſopha. 

« And is the cheſt here ?** cried Abudah.— 
« Here is, Sir, replied the ſlave that ſpoke, 
% an iron cheſt of prodigivus ſize, and ſecured 
« with many locks.“ | | 

Abudah immediately aroſe : and though he 
could not unravel the myſteries of his journey, 
yet ſeeing the cheſt, and finding the keys 
which the Genius had given him, he was con- 
tented, and ordered lin to ſtrike their tents, 
and begin their march for the city of Bagdat. 

The cheſt was by long pules made faſt to 
four camels, which were placed in the center 
gf the caravan. 

The mind of Abudah, though in poſſeſſion 
vi the clieſt, was yet not without its appre- 
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henſion that the wild Arabs might come down 
upon his little party and bereave him of hi 
treaſure. | 

'The firſt day the .caravan reached a pool of 
water, and on its banks the careful Abudah 
ordered his retinue to pitch their tents, and 
unload the camels from their burdens; and at 
the fame time placed four of his flaves as centi. 
nels, toward the four different quarters of his 
encampment ; and ordered the cheſt, for the 
greater ſecurity, to be buried in the ſand un. 
der his tent, while he endeavoured to compoſe 
himſelf for ſlumber. Nor were his fears un- 
reaſonable, for at the hour of midnight, 2 
{mall party of Arabs ſtole down toward them, 
in order to encamp there for the benefit of the 
Water. | 

Kbudah had notice from his flave, who 
locked towards the weſt, of their approach; 
and was likewiſe informed that their number 
was ſmall; but ſuch was his anxiety and irre- 
ſolution, and fear of loſing his treaſure or his 
life, that he dared not order them to be at- 
tacked, or prepare for flight. 

During this ineffectual altercation and ſtrug- 
gle of Abudah with his fears, one of his 
flaves, more daring than the reſt, finding his 
maſter fearful, encouraged his comrades, and 
marſhalling them in order, led them toward 
the robbers. „ 

The Arabs, who were not more than twenty 
in number, at ſight of a force ſo much ſuperi- 
or, turned their backs, and left Abudah's ſlave 
in quiet poſſeſſion of the tents. 
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W But no the ſlave ſeeing the Arabs flying 
om before him, and ol-{erving the fear of 
is maſter, and the great concern that he had 


® 


e down 
of his 


pool of or the iron cheſt, addreſſed himſelf to the 
\ budah ares, and declaring what immenſe treaſures 
ts, and here might lie hid in that cheſt, ſeeing their 
and at Mr1alter had left Bagdat to ſearch tor it, and 
S centi- Nad it ſecured with To many locks, perſuaded 
of his them to rob Abudah, and to depart with the 
for the riches to ſome other country, where they 
nd un. might enjoy the fruits of their rapine. 
ompoſe This being eafily agreed to, they all in a 
ars un. body advanced to the tent of Abudah, who 
ght, 4 came out to meet and thank them for their 
them, Ngallant behaviour. 
Of the The bold ſlave thus made anſwer to his 
| maſter's thanks: 
„ Who « The danger, O Abudah, of defending 
roach ; thy riches, contained in the iron cheſt with 
umber Winan y locks, fell all upon thy ſlaves; while 
d irre- thou, who wert to enjoy the comfort of thoſe 
or his riches, did ſt lie trembling inthy tent: where- 
be at- fore we who have borne the by urden, mean 
alſo to ſhare the profits with thee ; but that 
| {trug- MWithou may it fee that we are juſt, one equal 
of his ſhare ſhall be tliy portion, and the reſt belongs 
ing his to thoſe who have preſerved to thee even the 
es, and ſhare that will be appointe1 thee.” 
toward Iheſe words being ended, without any re- 


card to either the threat: enings or prayers of 

twenty Abudah, they dug up the chet; and having 

ſuperi- cleared away the ſand, demanded of him the 
s flave keys of the fifty focks. 

Abudah, finding them inexorable, beſouglit 

But them that they v ould at leaſt give him a day 

: to 
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hinfelt on the cheſt, as one who was graſping 
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to conſider of their propoſal, « What,” re. 
plied the bold Qave, «© a day? Why, mer. 
chant, long ere that will a thouſand Arabs he 
upon us, invited by thoſe that fled ; and we 
ſhall ſuffer dea h, and you and all entirely 
loſe the valuable poſſeſſions which are doubt. 
leis contained in that ſtrong cheſt of iron.“ 

it was in vain, that in return the merchant 
aſſured them, that there was nothing therein 
but a poor taliſinan, whoſe virtues they coul 
not know, and promiſed them all liberty and 
riches, if they arrived ſafe in Bagdat with the 
cheſt. They had gone too far to truſt his pro. 
miles, and the ſlave who was their ring-leade;, 
ordering all to retire, left Abudah half a 
hour to think of their propoſal. 

Abudah, as ſoon as they had left him, threy 


all that was dear to him, and with a loud ſigh 
began to lament his fate; when, as before, a 
f lleep overtaking him, he ſunk motionleh 
on his trœaſure. i 

At midnight he awaked, and turning hi 
eyes around, perceived he was in the apart- 
ments of his ſeraglio at Bagdat, and that I 
wife was lleeping near him on the ſopha. 
Ihe recollection of his happy eſcape imme. 
diately got poſſeilion of his mind; and be 
doubted not but he ſhould find his cheſt as he 
had done before. 

Wherefore, before he ſaluted, or indeed 
thought of his wife, taking one of the ſweet. 
ſcented lamps, that always were burning 1 
the center of his apartment, he perceived the 
cheſt in the very corner waere be fete the by 
WIL 
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it, fe. BB hich cauſed him ſo much uneaſineſs, uſed to 
„ mer. emain fixed. 


Abudah now feeling for, and taking out the 
and wel fty keys, thought himſelf the happieſt of 
entirely Wnankind. 1 ; ; 
doubt. The danger which he conceived the taliſ- 
on.“ han might be in, from lying in a cheſt ſo 
<rchan Wonſpicuous, and which he had already expe- 
there MWienced, determined him, at all hazards, to 


nlock with his fifty keys the iron cheſt, and 
Wake the taliſman out, and always wear it con- 
ealed about him. | 

With this view he began to try the firſt key, 
which, to his amazement, would fit neither of 
he fifty locks. | | | 
At this he began to ſuſpect, that either the 


v could 
erty and 
with the 
his pro. 
-teader, 
half aa 


1, threy Genius of Riches had miſtaken, which he 
>rafping ould hardly ſuppoſe, or that ſome evil Ge- 
ud fob lus had changed them in his boſom. “ How- 
efore, er,“ ſaid he to himſelf, “ perhaps as one 
‚tionletey will open none, one alſo may open all:“ 


Jo taking one by one, he tried them all, but 
my of the fifty keys would open a ſingle 
Abudah, at this diſcovery, flung himſelf on 


ning hi 
— apart 
that ts 


ha. he ſopha, and began to lament his miſerable 

e imme. Nate. | | 

and he But he ſoon reſolved to try the keys a ſe- 

eſt as be cond time; „ For,” ſaid he, „ ſome key I 
nave poſſibly miſſed, and ſuch a treaſure can- 

indeei hot be expected without much labour and 

e ſweet-·NPains.“ 


rning 18 At this he roſe up, and was going toward 
ived the e cheſt, when ſtarting at a noiſe in the cen- 
the box, ter of the room, he beheld the little box, 

Which 1 | which 
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which had been the firſt cauſe of all his orig 
and was ſaluted by the old hag, who hobblaff 


TT &ERLS- OFT 


out from her confinement, and began to ter. 
rify the afflicted merchant in the followin 
8 5 

« O ſenſeleſs Abudah! to hope that th 
taliſman of Oromanes might be bought wit 
riches. Thou hadſt indeed a cheſt, but tho 
haſt neither a means, nor canſt thou for 
open this cheſt to ſearch for thy treaſure; 
What then art thou the better for thy poſlel. 
ſion, or happier for thy cheſt of iron? It wil 
indeed convey thee where thou deſireſt, an 
thou mayeſt reſt upon it; but waking, thay 
feeleſt the tortures of anxiety, and feeleh 
them the ſharper, becauſe thou feareſt to lot 
what thou canſt not enjoy; go then, and ſeaic 
till thou findeſt the keys of the fitcy locks ; but 
be not fo ſenſeleſs as to ſuppoſe that the Ge. 
nius would have parted with the treaſun 
could he have made any uſe of it. In à fa 
diſtant country muſt thou hope to find thoſe 
Keys which will unlock that cheit ;—a joyous 
country, where ſerenity ever dwells, and 
pleafure reigns eternal. : 

« A ſhort reſpite will I give thee ; but 
ere this moon be paſſed let me find you ac. 
tive, or I ſaall invent double horrors to jur- 
round you.*” 

Having thus ſaid, the box cloſed, and in an 
inſtant Abudah beheld it mounted on the chett, 
which he vainly hoped would have drove ud 
a troubleſome gueſt from ins houſe. 

And now, Selima, his wite, awaking, behell 
with ſurprize her huſband Abudah drow ned u 
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 hobble ears by her Gde. She inſtantly preſſed him 
n to ter her arms, and in tranſports inquired by 
following hat happy fate he was returned. 

« Why, know ye not,” rephed Abudah, 
that h that the third morning as I mounted the 
ght wir» hich the traveller had prepared for me, 


but tha id was arrayed in my beſt veftments of gold 


ou ſora diamonds, kaving a proceſſion the length 
reaſure; f two days before me, and fuich a numerous 
y poſle. erinue of al} the nobles of Bagdat, and hav- 
It vii 2rcfiers innumerable attending my fplen- 
reſt, an bit caravan, which was moving tow ards — 
Ng, tho: ley 2 
1 feel O my dear Abudah!” faid Selima, in- 
t to lob erraptins him, ** with what madneſs hath 
id ſearch lat wicked enchanter poffeſſed you! What 
cks ; bur? What veſtments? What proceſſion doth 


the Ge. Wy ford talk of? There came, indeed, (broug ht 


treaſun thoſe who called themſelves your friends) 
In a fu poor wretch here, who has embezzled the 
ad tholeſWrcater part of your riches, and who often 
a joyout alked in private with you, and this continued 
11s, aner ſome months, during which time you never 
tended to the ſpeech of your triends, but 
ee; buffered wrapped up in that ſpecious villain, 
you at. bo at laſt took you to the room fronting the 
> to ſur-Nateway of the city, and there for two days 
; ou continued Jooking ont, and ſeemed to be 
ad in u raptures, talking of more riches than the 
he che orld contains; and the third day, though 
ove (uchMW* ff11t continued by you, you perſiſted he was 
: ene: — yet he went forth, and you followed 
_ beheld" ; and getting into a little vehicle, he 
w ned in laced himfelf behind you, and your diſtreſſed 
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family have from that day lamented your 
ſence.” det 
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I At this recital Abudah turned his face im 
= the ſopha, and ſpake nv more for ſever fill: 
= hours. 3 „ ing 
* At laſt, riſing from the ſopha, * Fool, pro 
3 deed, that I was !** ſaid he, to truſt to hab 


account of a miſerable impoſtor, or believe HN vit. 
the taliſman of Oromanes might be purcha hole 
3959 1 


with riches? | the 
„OO rather,” replied Selima, „ may i 


wo as 
ns 9 
er INES ** 
15 = \ b * 8 * 2 1 


. 


Es lord find peace in this city, and comfort fru 
_ his family who adore him.” | | forn 
* « Tt was there,“ anſwered the me reha be. 
_ « that I once hoped to find it; but ſatienWedg 
= which I will not ſuffer to breed diſguſt, fo his 
2 1 me at leaſt to be indifferent to the pleaſu n t! 
5 which ſurround me; no, Selima, 1 have MW »!: 
. nocturnal monitor, who will not permit me her 
. reſt till I have made myſelf maſter of the tai eat 
4 man of the perfect Oromanes. It is ſong At 


knowledge+teperceive our errors; and at lei dva 


Y | | 
= I am nearer the poſſeſſion of the taliſman, With 
5 my laſt journey, though it has not given and 
5 the taliſman itſelf, has yet furniſhed me with in 
8 the means of obtaining it.” | Tl 
Having thus ſpoke, he ſeemed for a tin buc 


eaſy and reſigned, and endeavoured by loWinle 
and tenderneſs to, ſooth the affliction of ti 
weeping Selima. ; 5 
= The moon paſſed in all thoſe endearmeiſ Te 
2 which holy love inſpires, when the perſecutt 
merchant was again awakened by this ml 
night hag, and commanded to purſue his jou H >! 
ney aiter the taliſman of Oromanes. 
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Abudah was about to reply, when on a ſud- 
den he heard the moſt raviſhing muſic, and 
immediately ſubtile and precious perfumes 
filled the chamber, and a ſmall cloud gather- 
ing from the roof deſcended, and expanding, 
produced to his view a moſt exquiſite beauty, 
habited like the eternal Houris, bedecked 
with chaplets of delicate ever-living flowers, 


the other preſſing out the ſparkling juice from 
a ſwelling cluſter of delicious grapes. 

« Here, faithful Abudah,“ began the lovely 
form, „ receive from theſe humble hands, 
the cup which will inſpire you with the know- 
ledge of the taliſman of Oromanes; quaff off 
his delicious draught, and reclining yourſelf 


on the iron cheſt, that faithful treaſure will at 
we With convey you to thoſe happy realms, 
mehere, without a guard, the keys of all thy 
talWWicaſures are preſerved.” 


At theſe words, with grace ineffable, ſhe 
t leaWdvanced to the tranſported merchant ; who 
mth thrilling joy, received from her ivory 


tin with mad delight. | 
The Hour! immediately diſappeared, and 
budah falling ſenſeleſs on the cheſt, reſigned 
imſelf to fleep, and to a ſecond adventure. 


men Te /econd Adwenture of the Merchant Abudab 


ecutt in the Groves of Shadaſits. 
mi 
s jou BU DAH awakening at the cheerful ſound 


of innumerable birds ho ſat around him, 
d ſtrove for maſtery ins their ſweet notes, 


\ bud: 


als. At RIue ooe 


holding in one hand a cryſtal cup, and with 


ands the rich ſparkling draught, and ſucked 
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found himſelf lying in a lovely pavilion 
ſtrewed with freth lilies and roſes, and filled 
with the moſt raviſhing perfumes: the down 
ſopha on which he reclined was of the fine la 
filk, wrought with curious devices, and exe. ch 
cated with fuch hte and ſpirit, that flower 

ſeemed in the mimic work to ſpring forth be 


from under him. ſce 
The riing ſun, which appeared. over theM mi 


blue diſtant hills, and warmed the awaking da 
day; the choriſters of the groves, whoſe me. tu 
lody was ſoftened by the gentle motion of the 2 
air; the unſpeakable elegance of the payil.Wcic 
lion, which feemed formed by the powers of the 
harmony, and the delicious fragrance of the ric 
air, tran{ported the merchant with the moin 
pleaſing a he could not for ſome tine in 
believe his exiſtence, but ſuppoſed that he wall ce 
ſtill under the influence of the delichtful vi. 
ſion, which had the night before taken poli tra 
feſſion of him. He turned his eyes on all ſide ma 


to meet with new delights; which, though as: 


tumptuous and coſtly, owed more luſtre tol| | 
their delicacy and diſpoſition, than to the ex-. ter 
enſive materials out of which they were led 
. ap] 

But if ſuch were the raviſhing delight pa\ 
within, Abudah thought them much realized bri 


when he was convinced he was awake, and by lea: 
ſtepping forward out of the pavillion, he be alu 
held every enchanting object that art and na. 


ture could unite, : 7 
The pavillion itſelf ſtood upon a ribngl fre 


mount in the midſt of a moſt beautiful green 
and was partly ſhaded by ſome upright palms 
£ ; aut 
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and a ſcattered grove of oranges and citrons, 
which on all ſides, by beautiful breaks, gave 
a view of the neighbouring parade. 
own The center of the pavillion opened to the 
fine lawn, which was beſet with elegant tufts of 
exe. the moſt delightful verdure. _ 
wen Bluſhing and tranſparent fruits peeped from 
forth MW between the foliage, and every coloured, every ; 
ſcented flower, in agreeable variety, inter- 
mingled with the graſs, and preſented to Abu- 5 
dah's eyes the garden-work of luxuriant na- 
ture. Here roſes, with woodbines entwined, 
appeared in beauteous contention: here luſ- 
cious grapes adorned the barren branches of 
the ſtately elm; while beneath ſtrayed the 
rich flocks, or birds of various feather; ſome 
in numbers upon the ground, and ſome paired 
in trees, Which added a new variety to the 
ſcene. | ö 
At the bottom of the lawn ran a clear and 
tranſparent ſtream, which gently waſhed the 
margin of the green, and ſeemed to feed it 
3s it paſſed. | | EE 
On the other ſide a grove of myrtles, in- 
termixed with roſes and flowering. ſhrubs, 
led into ſhady mazes, in the midſt of which 
appeared the glittering tops of other elegant 
pavillions, ſome of which ſtood juſt on the 
brink of the river, others had wide avenues 
leading through the groves, and others were 
amoſt hidden trom the ſight by the interveging 
woods. : 
Abudah, directing his ſteps towards the 
fream, found there an elegant barge, manned 
by ten beautiful youths, whoſe garments were 
F 2 of 
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| 

of azure, trimmed with gold. They beckoned 
the happy merchant, and received him with 
the utmoſt affability into their bark; then a 
at once plying their refulgent oars, they made 
the chryſtal flood ſparkle with their ready 

ſtrokes. | 
: The boat road lightly on the buxom ſtream, 
and as it paſſed through the meanders of the 
current, every moment preſented a new and 
ſtriking proſpect of beauties to the delightful 
Abudah. Hanging rocks of different hues, 
—_—_. woods of ſpices, and perfumes breathing ſweet. 
— neſs over the cool ſtream; fruits reflected in 


= double luſtre in the clear waves; ſhrubs drop- 
NY ping their roſes on them as they paſſed ; flocks 
6 and herds ſtanding gazing at their own images 
Q in the deep; others drinking of the tranſ- 
» 


arent waters, and ſome, more ſatisfied, friſk. 
ing on the lawns, or chaſing each other in ſport 
among the trees. | 
At length the ſtream growing wider, opened 
into a ſpacious lake, which was half ſurrounded 
by a riſing hill, on which might be ſeen in- 
termixed with groves, various gay pavillions, 
palaces, theatres, rotundas, obeliſks, temples, 
pillars, towers, and other curious marks of 
elegance and luxury; various pleaſure boats 
were failing on the ſurface of the lake, ſome 
with gaudy banners fanning the winds, others 
with pleaſing: ſtructures for ſhade and enter- 
tainment ; in one boat gay muſic, in another 
banquets, in a third deſerts of the fineſt fruit, 
viands, cooling liquors, and gay company Jin 
all, who looked more blooming than the {ons 
of the genii, or the daughters ot the —_ 
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At the extremities of the ſwelling hill ran 
glittering caſcades, and over the pendent 


rocks dropped do wn the moſt luxuriant vines, 


whoſe modeſt leaves attempted in vain to hide 
their luſcious and tranſparent fruit from the 
curious eye of the obſerver. At the extre- 
mity of the lake,. which, by its pure waters, 
expoſed the yellow, golden {ſand on which it 
wantoned, two ſtreams ran toward the right 
and left of the hill, and loſt themſelves amidſt 
the groves, paſturage, lawns, hillocks, and 
romantic ſcenes of the adjacent country, where 
loity gilded ſpires, ſwelling domes, and other 
curious labours, were partly concealed, and 
partly diſcovered by the blue expanſe of ſky, 
which at laſt feemed blended with the coun- 
try, and terminated the proſpect of the groves 
of Shadaſki. = | 

The beautiful watermen, who in alternate 
long kept time with their oars, were now 
almoſt at the farther ſide of the lake, and in 
the centre of the ſhore where Abudah had 
beteld the mixed groves, temples, and pa- 
villions. | | 

A little creek, ſhaded with myrtles and ce 
dars, was the place where Abudah was deſ- 
tined to land. Here, as he approached, ten 


beauteous fair ones, dreſſed like the genii of 


the woods, ſtood ready to receive him, which 
they did with the moſt amiable and pleating 

addreſs. ä 
The boat having landed the merchant, ſhot 
again ſwiftly over the lake, and mixed with 
the gay pageants on the water, while the fair 
F3 N ſtrangers 
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ſtrangers invited Abudah toward the palace 

which were ſcattered on the hill. 
Having paſſed through ſeveral fragrant are. pi. 
nues of trees, laden either with ſhade, fruit, 
or flower, they brought him toward an ele. Wan 
ant building, whoſe front faced the lake ſol 
trom whence they came; here, amidſt par- rot 
terres and beds of flowers, a broad plat led Ham 
them to the entrance of the palace, where all Win: 
the laviſh ornaments of art and ſculpture were Hon 
diſplayed in the moſt refined ſymmetry ; light Nen 
poliſhed ſhafts, airy devices, highly finithed | 
_entablatures, and other fanciful decorations, Mp 
formed the buildings, which were more calcu. un 
lated to give the ideas of pleaſure than mag- ill 
nificence, and had more eaſe than labour con- Widah 
ſpicuous. | 5 „ 
Toward this manſion the ten beauties led [ 
the way, and introduced Abudah into the {Wner 
rand hall, adorned with lively groups of de- Wand 
Rente ſtatues in all attitudes and actions; ſome Nfupe 
repreſenting the lovely wood-nymphs, ſome oro: 
the naked beauties of the flood; others pur- im 
ſuing lovers, others the coyly willing virgins Hand 
who ſeemed, even in the ivory in which thef f I 
were carved, to ſhew a ſoft reluctance. the 
Between the ſtatues were pictures of every unk 
joy the heart feceives; the luſcious banquet, How 
the wild effects of the enlivening grape, the otu 
various pleaſures of the different ſeaſons, the Wnolt 
country and the court, the amorous ſwains {Who 
the gentle fair, the mixed dance, the yariousie t 
ſeraglio, the gay decked ſultana, and thegWvith 
joys of ſweet retirement with their fayourit ear 
nymph. Theſe all were fo lively in their wel 
| | different 


pacious rotunda, lighted from the top by the 


(dah beheld a bath, and round it were eleven 
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different colours and complexions, that they 
ſeemed to the eyes of Abudah as moving» 
ictures. 

Next the ten beauties led the merchant into 
an inner apartment, adorned with the ſofteſt 
ſophas, whoſe walls were one entire mir- 
ror, which reflected the ten beauties to the 
amorous Abudah ten thouſand ways, while 
ſmiles and ſoft languiſhing looks darting from 
on all tides at once upon him, raviſhed his 
ſenſes beyond the power of deſcription. 

From this apartment a door opened into a 


ſun, and the fides ſupported by emblematic 
pillars. In the middle of this rotunda Abu- 


doors, which led to as many ſophas. 
Into one of theſe the ten beauties led the 
merchant, and prepared him for the bath; 
and in the others, the ten put off their own 
ſuperfluous garments; after which they 
brought the rayiſhed merchant, and plunged 
him in the bath, which was prepared of warm 
and {weet-ſcented waters. | 
The nature of Abudah could ſcarce reſiſt 
the languiſhing powers of this place, and he 
ſunk into the arms of his fair attendants, who 
low led him onward to the other ſide of the 
rotunda into a wardrobe furniſhed with the 
moſt airy and fanciful dreſſes; here every one 
hoſe as they liked. Abudah was preſented by 
tle ten beauties with a pink ſuit, embroidered 
th myrtle twigs of filver, and flowers of 
earl; but firſt they ſprinkled him with ſweet- 
melling efſences, and with a fragrant waſh re- 
newed 


ers 
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newed his complexion, and gave to him a fe. 
cond youth. 

They next arrayed themſelves in coftl 
robes of divers colours, and like Abudah, 
added by that fragrant waſh a new bloom to 
their elegant complexions. An 

From the wardrobe a door opened to a ſpa. 
cious ſaloon; here Abudah was invited to x 
ſopha, and immediately each fair beauty wis 
loaden with diſhes; every luxury, every rari. 

was there. Abudah and his fair campany 
began the banquet, w hile genii inviſible ad. 
miniſtered to them rich ſparkling wines, high 
ſauces, congealed liquors ; fruits of every 
kind, the nectarine, the Perſian apple, the 
lordly pine, the luſcious grape, the cooling 

omegranate, the juicy pear, were heapedi*< 
efore them, till nature was not only fat. 
fied, but tired with profuſion. Then follow: 
ed the full and racy wines, forbidden, indeed, 
by Mahomet, but not forbidden in the grove 
of Shadalki; the ſweet- meat and preſerves 
and beſide theſe, every luxury which could tt. 
mulate and rouſe the jaded appetite. 
During this repaſt, the beautiful comps 
nions of Abudah began to challenge ead 
other with lively ſongs and mirthful jokes 
while the rapturous merchant with ſparkling 
eyes, the quick effects of wine and ſong, be 
held each with equal flame, and knew nc. 
in ſuch. exquiſite variety, where to fix hi 
Choice. 

The banquet bringing on ſatiety, after waſh 

ing they aroſe, and this lovely train led AY 
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da (the evening drawing on) into the gar- 
dens of the palace. | | 

After RY by ſeveral cooling fountains 
and ſweet-ſmelling groves, they came to a 


magnificent terrace, crowded with gay youths 
and beauties, in the moſt fantaſtical maſque- 


ariegated. terrace, and the beauties of eve 
lime; all converſation was here indulged, 
hough the pleaſures of life were the univer= 


+. al topic. 7 
ad. Cooling liquors, fruits, cakes, creams and 
high nes were ſpread on the flowery banks on 
ver ech fide the terrace, and in arbours of oranges 

ted myrtles, or ſweet jeſſamines, where an 

ling empany, as they pleaſed, retired ; behind the 
apel res and ſhrubs were placed large bands of 
ſatil. uſic, ſometimes inſpiring, and ſometimes 
fs nelting the hearts of their auditors. | 
reed I The fun was ſetting, juſt as Abudah had 
rorel ned the center of the terrace (for his com- 
rves 401975 had left him, to join what company he 
4 fi eaſed). Here he perceived on a large green 
anted round with lofty palms, under which 
mp. every kind of ſhrub, a moſt extenſive 
ea 9ing, of an oblong form, and ſupported 
oke {<< hundred magnificent pillars, where 
Klin crowd from' the terrace were retiring. 
* budah entered with the reſt, and advanced 
ne the room, which was lighted up with 
x ji nberleſs luſtres, and furniſhed all round 
ith ſilken, canopies, each having under it 
wa ohas of the richeſt velvet. Here the gay aſ- 
Aby mbly, as ſoon as the muſic from the galleries 
al fuck up, began the dance, nor could the 


pleaſed 


fades. All nations might be ſeen upon this 
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pleaſed merchant refrain ſrom the enlivenin 
motion. 1 the fleeting hours, ti 
exerciſe renewed their appetites for the bu 

A | 

On a ſudden, while each fair one and he 
enamoured partner were reſting on the ſophy 
which ſurrounded the room, a noble banqu 
was fpread, to which Abudah was about 
Tiſe, when his partner pulling him by his 
ment, bid him wait till the queen o ban 
honoured that bright aſſemdly with her pn 
ſence. 

Ere long the ſofteſt muſic began to ſouni 
an hundred choriſters in maſquerade hab 
entered the aſſembly, ſinging the pleaſures 
women, company, and wine, Theſe were fd 
lowed by forty young maidens, ſcattering t] 
rofes and violets around, after which can 
forward, under a eanopy ſupported by twelr 
beautiful boys, the queen of pleaſures; at he 
approach the company aroſe, and with ti 
2 adoration proſtrated themſelves bet 

2 

When the queen was ſeated on a throne 
the upper end of the room, and the banqu 
was about to begin, ſhe ordered her maide 
to find out the ſtranger W ho came yeſterday 
viſit her dominions. Immediately Abud 
was brought before her, who, proſtrating hit 
ſelf at her feet, ſhe with a ſmile gave him li 
hand, and commanded him to ariſe: 

«© O, happy Abudah, ſaid the queen 
pleaſures, whom the fates ordained to bi 
into theſe delightful regions the cheſt of 
valleyjof Bocchim ! The ſuperior genii eny)! 
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e happineſs which we unreſtrained genii en- 
wed, contrived to divide the keys and the 
heft, which, as tradition declares, contains 
e taliſman of Oromanes; and you, O Abu- 
ah, are the man deſtined to unite them; 
orthy Abudah, for fuch ſervices, of the 
we of thy ſlaves. Come, then, thou prinee 
my affections, and ſnhare with me the plea- 
res of theſe happy groves. “. | 
She then commanded the company to pay 
\budah the honours they uſed to pay her, 
nd with a prefling tenderneſs obliged bing to 
hare with her the throne of pleaſure. __ 
Abudah now conceived himſelf the happieſt 
fmankind ; the alluring charms of the queen 
f pleaſures, whoſe beauties were almoſt too 


xquifite to behold, cauſed his veins to boil 


mad delight ; but when, with all the fond- 
ſs of a doating miſtreſs, ſhe ſeized him by 


he hand, and with eyes brimful of love the 
emed to gaze with tranſports upon him, 
is paſſion knew no bounds, he commanded 


e entertaininent to ceaſe, and with tumul- 
ous haſte led the yielding queen to the re- 


loteſt canopy. - | 


And now the company retiring, each under 
eir Canopies, the room was all huſhed and 


lence. 


Thus paſſed away the night in the groves 


E Shadatki ; the morning brought reflection 


d fatiety : and Abudah, with ſome impa- 


nce, beſought the queen of pleaſures to ſur- 
nder him the keys of the iron cheſt. 


„My ever-loved Abudah,” replied the 
een, © behold the cheſt in the center of 
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my temple, and here are the keys for my 
venturous hero: go, Nappy Abudah, andpur. 
chaſe a perpetuity in theſe never-fading arm 
by the poſſeſſion of the taliſman of the plea 
fure- giving Oromanes.” = - 
Abudah having received the keys, jumpet 


forward from the pavilion to the middle ofif 


the temple, and, like a man juſt entering on; 


new purſuit, with great impatience began ti 


open the fifty locks. 
The locks, being only touched by the keys 


flew from their ſtaples, and the merchant ii 


a few minutes had conquered forty- nine d 
the obſtacles of his happineſs. As he wx 
opening the laſt, . O queen, ſaid he, .com 
forward, and ſee me finiſh this deſirable ad 
venture!“ SE 

The laſt lock tumbled off juſt as the quee 
arrived at the cheſt, and Abudah beſought he 
to ſhare with him the pleaſures of explorin 
the treaſures of the cheſt. | © a 

But no ſooner did the merchant ſtoop ti 
open the lid of the iron cheſt, than a ſudde 
darkneſs enſued, and in a moment the lou 
thunder cracked around him, and ſtreams 0 
crooked lightnings, with horrid blaze, encir 
cled the aſtoniſhed Abudah. 

The ſhrieks and cries of the once gay ſe 
who were indulging under the canopies, net 
ſtruck his ears; ſome, already blaſted by ti 
lightning, withered away; others, the ruins 


s the temple falling in huge fragments, half bu 


ried in the earth; the reſt in madneſs runn 
to and fro in deſpair, tore each other 
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The red angry lightning ſtill continuing, 
Abudah, in the utmoſt anguiſh, looked to- 
ward the queen, when, O fearful ſight! he 
ſaw her ſoft form parching and contracting by 
the flames, and her whole body diminiſhing, 


- 


ill by degrees, inſtead of eyes brimful of 


nped 

led Pore, he beheld the little old hag, with fury 
on laſhing from her looks, „ 
n oF Wretch, as well as fool,” ſaid ſhe, with 


voice that pierced his inmoſt ſenſe, © how 
lareſt thou to preſume to ſeek the taliſman 
Sf Oromanes amidſt the vanities and intem- 
erance of this filthy grove ! 

« But I leave you to enjoy the ſituation 
on are ſo fond of; be this dungeon of luſt 
our priſon; here wander, and contemplate 
e pleaſures yau have choſen.” | 
Thus ſaying, fife ſtruck Abudah with her 
rutch, and vaniſhed from his ſight. The. 
uch of her noxious crutch filled him with 
hing pains; and the dead bodies and the 
roans of thoſe dying around him, infpired the 
retched merchant with the utmoſt horror and 
pair. a 1 

He wandered for a long time in what he 
dw believed an endleſs cavern, without light 
d to add to his wretchedneſs, every ſtep he 
ok he trod on ſome venemous creature. 
he ſerpents hiſſed at him as he paſſed, the 
ads ſpit malignant fire, and the aſps twining - 
und his legs, ſpewed their venom on him, 
d marked Abudah with a thouſand blotches. 
hus continued he wandering to and fro with 
eat caution about the ditmal cavern, not 
bre tormented with the groans of others 
. G than 
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than his own diſtal and heart-aching thought 


which made lum weep and tremble every ity 
he took. 5 1 

After many. weary. ſearches, for an end, .q 
place to eſcape, he felt ſomewhat larger thay 
common ſeize him by the leg, upon which 
the poor wretch ſuppoſed: he was in the gripe 
of an enormous ſerpent, and began fhriekiys 
with, fear and terror, when a yoice, like thy 
of deſpair, ſpoke as follows - 


* - 
1 


«© What wretch azt thou, Who yet remain 
alive in this cayern of deſolation and death” 
Abudah, though flill in terror, was ye 
ſomewhat comforted, to find ſome compania 
in his miſeries, and thus anfwered him: 

« | am, indeed a wretch, miſled iv m 
ſearches after the taliſman of Oromanes !” 

„% What,” anſwered the voice, „% waſt thou 
fool enough,to ſuppoſe, that vicious pleaſug 
was the road to that noble jewel? It wer 
then, continued the voice, an eaſy pur 
chaſe; but rough is the path and high th 
mount on which. that treaſure is preſerved.” 


& Alas!” anſwered Abudah, * it matter * 
not to me, where or how this taliſman is de 


poſed, who ay thus for, ever incloſed in thel 
walls of wretchednels.”... - 

« We may. riſe, büt cannot fink lower, 
anſwered the voice, (When we are at the bot 
tom, and perluips the moſt barren ground wi 
vield the richeſt mine; be. thou but reſolve 
to tread the crooked and laborious path, at 
I will inſtruct thee, for within theſe cayert 
begins the winding aſcent.“ 


* 
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et «0 friend, or genii, or whatſoever elſe 
3 * Art, returned the merchant, „ place 


d. Ane but in the track, and no dangers ſhall de- 
ter me; for What has he to fear who 1 1s beyond 


"than | 

vic bope „ N 

gie „Take then;” 4 unfivered' the voice, 4. thy 
Pe 


way as the caverns deſcends, and fear not to 
ſtoop in order to riſe, for in the Joweſt pärt 
of this cavern is ſituated the | opening you Thuſt 
alcend.“ 

As the voice ended Abudah: föundt his feet 
i liberty, and began to feel out. for the ca- 
yern's deſcent. © 

The: lower he went the more filth; and 
ſtench he found; to which, ſubnütting with 
patience, he, by a long palſage, ſomerimes 
crawling” under rugged arches, ſometimés 
wading in mud and dirt, and in total dark- 
neſs, attained to the end of the cavern, where 
he ſtumbled on ſome narrow ſteps, but could 
ſee no light, and was near WOE with the 
noiſome vapours. 5 

The winding aſcent was ſo intents. and 
clogged with dirt and rubbiſh, that the mer- 
— worked like a mole in the dark; but 
by his induſtry he gained ground conlider- 

ably : yet what moſtly tormented him was, 
that as often as he endeavoured to mount, 
the ſteps would ſlip from under him, and he 
rould come tumbling down with a weight of 
dirt upon him, and then had C11 his work. to 
do Over again. : a 

Nothing but this. incolerable ſituation and 
Loft condition could have ſupported the mer- 
want in this odious undertaking z ; but mean - 
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neſs and wretchedneſs know no evils greater 
than themſelves. TO 
After various labours Abudah arrived at; 
little kind of reſting-place, from whence the 
ſteps began to enlarge, and by degrees he per. 
ceived from above a glimmering light; to 
which aſcending, the nearer he drew to it thy 
plainer he could hear a confuſed ſound gf 
voices echoing from the top, whieh-increaſe 
as he roſe, till he could l diſtinguiſh it 
muſt proceed from ſome great concourſe of 
people without. IT 
When he had reached the uppermoſt ſtep, 
over which an hoe opened ſufficient for 3 
man to crawl] through, the clamours with. 
out were ſo terrifying, that he feared ty 
roceed ; at Jaſt, conſidering that death mui ev 
= the conſequence of remaining in the cavern, of 
he boldly ventured forth, 


De Merchant Abudab's third Adventure, inthe 
- Kingdum of Taſgi. 


N ſooner did the merchant Abudah appest 

through the opening of the cavern, than 
ten thouſand voices cried out at once; © Long 
live our ſultan, whom the mountains of Talg 
have brought forth! And Abudah, looking 
around, ſaw an infinite concourſe of people 
round the mountain, and beyond them a mok 
plentiful country, with cities and towns ſcat. 
tered among the vallies which opened to hit 
view. 
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forward to diſengage Abudah from the moutlh? 


obliged to be ſupported: immeqiately a prince-! 
Ly. robe was thrown over hinß and a ceftly” 


dah: 


body and mind! thine, all 
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A number of eunuchs and vizirs ffeppet 


of the cayern, who was ſo ſpent with his in- 
frmities, fares, and; fatigue, that he was 


turban put upon his head; the.Toncourſe till 
crying out with ecſtacy and rapture, 4 Long 
live our ſultan, whom the mountains of 'Tafpt 
have brought forth!“ „„ n 
Silence being commanded, the grand vizir, 
with a long train, came toward Abudah; and, 
with all the people, proſtrating himfelf before 
the merchant, thus addreſſed himſeif to Abu- 


« Behold, O thou, before whoſe preſence 
eren the fun is darkneſs behold, O wonder 
of mankind, moſt ſacred. pragenv of Tafſgir : 
tho, miracle of beauty! thou nurror of: per- 
fection !, thou molt gloriaus fultan of earthly 
princes | thou diamond of nature! hou gaar- 
dian of the world! behold thy, kate ſlaves, 
whole waſh is only to-lay down. us thy foot- _ 
tools, and to be tradden under thy*f2et 4s the 
cuſt of the plain! thine, - O ſultan, is all 
earthly happineſs! thine, every perfection of 
wer from the 
mountains of thy parent Taſgi, to the pare hing 
eſarts of Shezrallah, which forbid the ap: 
proach of the ſtranger to the kingdoms of our 
nvincible ſultan. -Rule therefore thy ſlaves 
cording, unto thy pleaſure, and know ut one 
will in the plains and cities, whichtby thy per- 
nuthon and bounty thy flaves inhabit. “ 

Js the grand vir, ſtillꝙproſtrate with the 
keyple, uttered theſe words, they all with one 
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# flaves accor | 
|, Abudah, filled with conceit, and bloated 
with pride, had almoſt forgot his pains and 
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voice repeated; “O ſultan, whom the mon 
tains of T algi have brought forth, rule th 
ing to thy pleaſure !” | 


infirmities in this flattering applauſe ; he ſet 
His foot on the neck of the vizir with the ut 
moſt haughtineſs, and commanded him to con 
duct him to the ſeraglios of his anceſtors. 
number of ſlaves and eunuchs brought a mag. 
nificent throne of 1vory, with a canopy of 
golden embroidery thrown over it, into whic 
Abudah aſcended, and was borne on the fhoul 
ders of the grandees and vizirs of his new 
acquired kingdom. | 

The retinue winding round the hill, brougb 
Abudah in ſight of an extenſive encampment 
which, afrer the eaſtern manner, was of dit 
ferent colours; one diviſion yellow, one blue 
another white, ſome red, ſome green, and: 
adorned with filver or gold. 
In the center of this ſplendid armame 
ſtood the royal tent, which ſhone with thi 
luſtre of the gold and lively blue velvet of 
which it was compoſed, and looked ratht 
Þke a palace than a tent. 

Here Abudah was feated in his throne, ani 
the nobles having done obeiſance, Abuda 
commanded all but the grand vizir to depart. 

The reſt being gone, the grand vizir agal 
proſtrating himſelf before Abudah, cried ou 
4% May my lord, the ſultan of Taſgi, ever fu 
ever Harran his flave.” 

« Harran,” anſwered Abudah, « ariſe an 
declare to me the cauſe of this encampmes 
Fu 


onn Wil why the armies of Taſgi are thus ſcattered 
"the plains??? 
« Our renowned ſultan Rammaſm,”” re. 


p take the field in ſummer to terrify his toes ; 


e powers who preſide over the mountains of 
agi, to call him from us, and bleſs us with 
he preſence of my lord, before whom] ſtand, 
Fir ſince the time that the deſcendants of Ma- 


mag. a 
off met involved our kingdom in perpetual 
hic bodſhed, we have been warned by the ora- 


es of Taſgi to expect a king from the womb 
the mountain, that no diviſion of families, 
r contention among brethren, might diſturb 
e happy peace of theſe kingdoms.” 

„And who,” faid Abudah, “ are the 
jeighbours of my kingdom beyond theſe 
ountains ?? | | a 
They are,“ replied the vizir, O ſultan, 
n harmleſs, inoffenſive race, which was the 
me that the ſultan Rammaſin would not 
make war upon them, although their territo- 
es extend to the ſea coaſt, and would be a 
oble addition to the kingdom of the ſultan 
if Taſgi.” 

t Rammaſin, then,” anſwered Abudah, 
"wanted nobleneſs of ſoul, to fit down con- 
Med with leſs than he might have enjoyed; 
ut Abudah, your "preſent ſultan, will give 
tir lands to the ſlaves of Taſgi, and extend 
is dominions even over the waves and the 
empeſt.” 

„My royal maſter will thereby,“ anſwered 
ie Vixir, „gam the hearts of his ſober 
/ WO 
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lied the vizir Harran, „made it his cuſtom 


ut in the midſt of this campaign, it pleaſed 
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who have long, pined in the inglorious leur 
gies of peace.” 
«« Go, bid the trumpets ſound then,” (ai 
Abudah, „ and let it be proclaimed in ths 
camp, that your 1ultan Abudah will revenge 
the injuries which the inhabitants of Tat 
have received from their perfidious. neigh 
_ Go, Harran,and denounce War again! 
the It 
6c Shakarahs, „ ſaid Harran, bowing, « why 
have inſulted the mountains of 'Taſsi.” 
Abudah was going on; but his pains and 
weakneſs obliged him te order them to pre 
pare an inner tent for his reception, 
While the eunuchs and flaves were attend n 
ing.the new ſultan, his vizir Harran cauſed thy 
royal mandate to be proclaimed within the 
encampment, and commanded the leaders d 
the army to be aſſembled together, to delive 
to them the orders of the ſultan Abudah. 
The whole kingdom of. Talgi was rejoiced 
at the news of their ſultan's expedition again 
the helpleſs. and innocent Shakarahs ; o littl 
do ſubjects weigh the merits.of war [ and the 
old and decrepid parents ſtirred up their chil 
dren to engage in a ſervice, where cruelt 
and deſtruction were honoured with the title 
of virtue and the loye of their country. - 
Ere the ſun began to ſmile- upon the har 
veſts of the Shakarahs, the-tents of Abuda 
were moving to deſtroy them: tne loud cym 
bals were clanging i in the air, and the braze 
trumpets, with their ſhrill notes of livelanels 
ſeemed to inſpire the armies of Talg with 4 


thirſt. ery, and not of blood.  The-ore 
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THE GENII. 81. 
1 Ifſcipline of the troops, the regularit 
{their march, and the ſprightlineſs of their 
ks, utterly diſguiſed the rapacious pur- 
ſes of the royal plunderer, who, though but 
| maſter of one kingdom, was ſo eager to 
et poſſeſſion of a ſecond, that he deftroyed 
any of his men in forcing a march over the 
pountains, which nature had placed as the 
undaries of their nation. 

The Shakarahs having notice of their mo- 
ons, ſent an embaſſy to meet the ſultan of 
agi, beſeeching to know the cauſe of his 
ming; making the humbleſt profeſſions of 
ace, and offering, if any thing had offended 
in, to make the fulleſt ſatisfaction they 
ere capable of; and imploring him that he 
duld not make war upon a nation who were 
er the friends of the Tafgites, and to whom 
at kingdom had never declared any hoſtile 
tention. | | 

To theſe humble remonſtrances Abudah 
plied, that he was not to be taught and di- 
ted by ſuch baſe ſlaves as the Shakarahs ; 
d that whatever intention he might have had 
ginally in entering their kingdom, he now 
cared he came to puniſh the inſolence of 
lit people, who dared ſend ſuch dictating 
baſſes to the ſultan of Taſgi. 

tle then commanded the ambaſſadors to be 
ren from the encampment, and ordered 
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ces army to begin hoſtilities on the preſump- 
11.0805 Shakarahs. | 1 
0 The leaders of the armies of al being 
vith orant and imperious, every kind of ty. 


Ore 
„ All 


Wi and cruelty was practiſed, till the 
| wretched 
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wretched Shakarahs being made priſoner 
and their wives and families raviſhed or mur 
dered, the ſultan Abudah returned to t. 
kingdom of Taſgi, with the ſpoils of the co 
quered country, amidſt the acclamations of 
the army and its leaders; who were ſo lavi 
of their praiſes and adulations, that Abuda 
eſteemed himſelf at leaſt equal to the prophe 
of Mecca. | 

After Abudah arrived at the metropolis 
Taſgi, his vizirs came to inquire of h 
where he would beſtow the miſerable Sha 
karahs, moſt of whom they had led home! 
Chains. Y 

Abudah was for ſome time doubtful of the 
fate, and was at laſt going to order a genen 
execution, when he recollected the iron chef 
which was buried in the mountains of Taſgi. 

Let the Shakarahs, ſaid the {ultan Abu 
dah, „ be condemned to work in the mou 
tains of Taſgi, till they find an iron cheſt wit 
fifty locks.” | 

At theſe words the grand vizir lam 
bowed before the ſultan, and ſaid, « Wi 
my lord dare to fend the Shakarahs into ti 
womb of Taſgi, which his own ſubjects u 
forbidden to approach?“ 

« Take the rebel Harran,” ſaid Abudi 
in indignation, “ and let his head be fever 
from his body, and his tongue let the do 


4 6 


The other vizirs gladly ſaw this execute 
rformed on Harran, and returned to tl 
ſultan, and ſaid, „ar be it that a monag 
ef the eaſt ſhould be governed by his lars 
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ze the will of the ſultan Abudah for ever 
pbeyed, as it is in the deſtruction of the trai- 
or Harran, as it is in the labours of the Sha- 
arahs in the mountains of Taſgi.” 

Abudah hourly ſent his vizirs to inſpect 
he miners in the mountains, who returned 
ith accounts of the death of thouſands, over 
hom the mountain crumbled, and ſmothered 
hem in its Caverns. 

The Taſgites, jealous of their mountain, 
hich they ſuppoſed was ſomewhat divine, 
Pezan to murmur at the impiety of their 
ultan ; which, when Abudah knew, he com- 
nanded the leaders of his army to chaſtiſe 
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fro em, and to pur every tenth man throughout 
m_ kingdom to the ſword. | 
\ "oh At length the fainting Shakarahs dug out 
asg cheſt of iron, and brought it to Abudah, 


ho commanded every engine or force to be 


| Abu : g : : : 
pplied to it to break it open; but in vain, 


moun 
elt wil 


an could bring againſt it. MY 
Abudah then publiſhed a reward to any 
bat ihould make keys to fit the locks This 
veral undertook, and ſucceeded ; but as ſoon- 
one lock was opened, it ſhut while the arti- 
ler was employed about the ſecond. 
abudah, putfed up with pride, was en- 
ved at this diſappointment, and commanded 
ty men to take the fifty keys, and all at- 
mpt it at once, which they did, and were 
immediately ſtruck dead: he then com- 
anded a fecond fifty, but none but his army 
| Were 
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te cheſt reſiſted all their endeavours, and 
ould not yicld to the utmoſt force the art of 
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were near him, for the reſt were fled from thy 
tyrant's preſence. | 
Abudah now ordered fifty ſoldiers to ap. 
prey when the leaders of the army, move( 
y his cruelties, and feeing he was about b. 
ſacrifice his army as well as his ſubject b: 
uniting together, came toward him in a boden 
which Abudah perceiving, and expecting nol © 
mercy, leaped on the cheſt, and truſted hin. tr 
{ſelf to its ſaving power. tl 
. Immediately the cheſt moved aloft in the 
air, and Abudah being ſtupified and giddy, feli in 


into a deep fleep, and was wafted far from the þ: 


army and kingdom of Taſgt, in 
00 

— on 

The Merchant Abudab's fourth Adventure anm co 
the Sages of Nema, In 

nn 

A BUDAH found himſelf on the iron cell]!!! 
beneath a rock which hung over him. 
and was covered with a pleafant ſhade oy”! 
palms; at a little diſtance a rill ran bubble ra 
ever the ſtones, and took its courſe along st 
a narrow valley, which on each fide ge 
bounded by rocks and verdant hills, 4 
Here, as he eyed the rural ſcene, and .= 
fected on his eſcape from Taſgi, he obſervei bis 
a venerable ſage gently moving forward along“ 
the valley, and, to appearance, directed het 
ſtep toward the rock under which he wand 
ſitting. Abudah's conſcience was fo alarmet be 
at the ſight of an human form, which duri “ 
his tyrannical reign he had ſo often defacedM®! t 
that he ſtrove to hide himſelf even from ti wp 


approac 
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approach of a weak old man; but the ſage ſtill 
© advancing with eaſe and compoſure, Abudah, 
after ſome helitation, ſuffered him to join him. 
The ſage, with great obſequioufneſs, bowed 
before Abudah (who had ſtill the royal tur- 
ban upon his head, and the enſigns of the 
regal power about his ſhoulders) and ſaid, 
O prince, who deigneſt to viſit theſe re- 
treats of learning and philoſophy, whether 
mou art he whoſe knowledge was univerſal, 
the glory of the eaſt, the ſageſt of fages, the 
indefatigable Solomon—or whether thou art 
here arrived from wy neighbouring. realm 
in queſt of ſcience, and art willing to honour: 
our ſchool with thy auguſt preſence, permit 
one of the loweſt of the ſons of knowledge to 
conduct you to the temple and ſeat of learn- 
ing, which the great Solomon here founded in 
the deſart, for the inveſtigation of truth and 
the diſcoveries of nature. This vale, which 
3 our only retreat from the ſultry ſun, or the 
wide=extended deſart, winds round the en- 
bling trance of our ſeminary, where every ſcience 
along s taught, and all the fountains of knowledge 
: wre diſcloſed.“ | 
As he ſpoke theſe words the ſage led the 
1d re. ay; and Abudah, ſomewhat recovered from 
errelſ bis hurry and confuſion, ſaid within himſelf, 
along © prophet, how blindly have I wandered! 
d het furely, among theſe ſprings of knowledge 
> wa end learning, is the taliſman of Oromanes to 
arme be diſcovered 85 | SR 3 
uri Abudah arriving with the ſage at the end 
faced”! the valley, beheld the manſſons of philo- 
m _thWphy. A grand portico firſt preſented itſelf 
"r0ac Vol. 1 11 - 19 
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te his view, built after the model of the 
@recian architecture: to this, with the ſave, “ 
he aſcended by a grand flight of ſteps, ande 
entering the doors of the inner portico, found 
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f himſelf in a ſpacious hall. Here,“ ſaid the Alc 
| ſage, „imiſt eyen kings remain, till the di-. ; 
f rector of this feat of learning is acquainted .< 
with the arrival of a ſtranger, and his morives al 

| for ſeeking entrance into the ſacred college of * 


{cience.”” | F 3 
« Give ther this meſſage,” anſwered Abu. 
dah,” „to your director; that the ſultan of 
Talgi,“ (for Abudah's penitence had not en- 
tirely humbled his pride) „ ſtudious of know: 
' ledge, ſeeks in this philoſophic ſear, to find the 
taliſman of the perlekt Oromanes.“ 

The ſage, after having made obeiſance ty 
the ſuppoſed ſultan, went in queſt of the di. 
rector, and left Abudah in the hall, When 
were many other candidates for admiſſion 
into the college of philoſophy, and each hai 
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his particular ſage or introducer. | nh 
Abudah's inſtructor ſhortly returned: - 
by 


«© Our director,” ſaid he, <* rejoices to find 
ſo great a monarch ſtudious of truth, and 
bids me declare (as is cuſtomary) that the 
taliſman of Oromanes is the ultimate end ol 
all our reſearches, and therefore invites the 


ſultan of Taſgi to ſeek it, in whatever {ciency * 
he thinks molt likely to contain it. But,” alt”? 
ded'the fave, happily for the ſultan of Tai.“ 
he has met with Abraharad, who can unidli'"s 
to him the fecrets of nature, and teach hu Reh 
in what regeſſes the talilnan of Oromae t )! 


is incleſed.“ 
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« And are you, then, anſwered Abudah, 
the renowned Abraharad, whom my ſub- 
jets of Taſgi have often deſcribed to me as 
the man who knew the properties of all herbs 
and roots, and the minerals of all the earth?“ 
„ Theſe, O prince,” replied Abraharad, 
Ware the plaineſt precepts of nature; but I 
vill un fold to thee ſuch of her ſecrets as none, 
lnce the magnificent Solomon, have been al- 
lowed to view; for what was Oromanes, the 
bu. Wonder of this taliſman, but the magician of 
ee, the great alchymiſt of the firſt and moſt 
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n of : 
en Woverful element! However, I will not waſte 
ow ur time in words, when I can work wonders 


| chef? con VInCe you. Deſcend then, O prince, 
ith me, into the area of this inner building, 
e ug rhich every ſcience has its ſeparate offices 
d apartments, and I will bring you to the 
herd owledge of the inmoſt ſecrets of nature and 
bal Abudah, rejoicing in his new acquaintance, 

'- Wioved Abraharad into an extenſive court, 
rounded ky porticos, in each of wh ch he 
h ſeveral ſages teaching their reſpective 
liciples, ; 


and 
5 3 Abraharad led Abudah to the portico of 
-nd own ſcience, where many were buſied in 
es tee various branches of his art: „Even in 
cienc l veſtibule,” ſaid Abraharad, „could 1 
Ra priſe the ſultan of Talgi, but I lead him 


once to the myſteries of ſcience.” So 
ſing, he opened a door that led to an in- 
apartment; and Abudah entering, the 
by miſt cloſed the door of his laboratory. 

H 2 While 
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While Abudah'sattention was divertedby th 
variety of nuſtruments and apparatuſes, whic 
he belield in this mimic ſhop of nature, thi 
alchywiſt began to order his materials, ant 
let them in furnaces; compounding ſalts 
and earths, and ſpirits, and varying his ex 
_ periments according as he ſaw occaſion, 

« Patience and perſeverance, O ſultan, 
faid Abraharad, „ are the tools of an al 
chy miſt; without theſe he could not work 
as hidden cauſes fo often vary and perplex hi 
operations. The ſecret which I am now pre 
paring, is what gave the great Demogorgot 
power to diſſolve all nature; but as it is 
tedious proceſs, and the furnaces yet give b 

the third degree of fire, I will ſhew you wh 
great effects lie hidden in the meaneſt cauſes 
that you may conquer the prejudices whid 
cuſtom may have rooted in your mind again 
any particular modifications of matter; fo 
the whole earth that you view is one cont 
fion of materials, out of which, by ſepan 
tion, conjunction, aſſimilation, unity, or di 
junction, may every appearance of natur 
and many which ſhe has never diſcovered, | 
performed. You ſee the ſeed drawing to! 
ſelf atoms capable of forming wood and va 
rious fruits; from this ſeemingly taſtele 
earth ariſes firſt the harſh, then the ſour, ani 
laſtly the luſcious grape, concocted, meli 
rated, and perfected in theſe different ſtages 
by the ſubtle alchymy of the ſun. You fe 
in others the bitter, the ſalt, the tart, and til 
ſweet, all drawn from the ſame earthly bt 


{ or well: ſo likewiſe, O ſultan, is the gener 
| 5 
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by th ten of all things; the ſemen is a kind of 

kndard which marſhals each under its parti- 
uar banner. Now as theſe are all, by affec- 
ons and ſympathies of ſize or quality, 
mturally led by theſe cauſes to conjunction 
nd unity, fo alſo have they all averſions, that 
«to ſay, particles diſcordant, which are capa- 
tle of ſeparating them, whereby their cohe- 
fon, unity, and ſubflance, are deſtroyed, and 
they themſelves are rendered diſcontinuous 
nd reſolvable into their firft principles or 
rude atoms; thus, what we call corruption, 
b really no more than a new modification of 
matter, which, according as it 1s agreeable 
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it is | 
ve bulls our ſenſes and perceptions, we call by 
wh bemnes, conveying agreeable or diſavrecable 
Aue deas ; thus the ferment of the grape we call a 


naking or creation of wine; and the ferment 
again if vegetables, which reſolve themſelves to a 
2 8s of mack or manure, we call putrefac- 
nfo", though they are begun by one and the 
proceſs in nature: fo again, the change 
r dien egg, into one living animal or bird, we 
008 A breeding: but the change of another, by 
d, uleneſs, into a thouſand maggots, we call 
; orruption. But yet, whatever may be our 
otions and ideas, they are never loſt or de-. 
Froyed materially, though they are formally; 
return to the common bed of nature, and 
there lie dormant, till called forth by ſuffi- 
race cauſes into different forms. . 

i Hence it is, O ſultan, that the alchymiſt, 
10 ng this univerſal bed as the ground- work 
y be | his ſcience, and acting, as nature does, by 
nen force of the nobler and more vivitying 
tio 5 ES - clements, 
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fed by that element only, produces pree 


elements, teaches mankind the powers of fe 
paration and compoſition; and hence he ot 
able to proceed or move backward in hi 
work, and can either ſtop, reduce, or driy 
forward, the matter which he guides. Thu; 
O ſultan, you perceive thoſe two bottles o 
tranſparent liquors ; you fee, by mixing them 
they inſtantly change, and become red; f 
the ſmall plant which you ſet in water, thoug| 


leaves. Now theſe waters may again b 
rendered tranſparent by other mixtures, ma 
be diſunited, and reduced to their forme 
ſtate; or by other additions, you ſee, Iren 
der them blue, or black, or green, or yelloy 
yet all theſe beautiful colours and pheno 
mena are cauſed by a few common and natu 

ral cauſes.” | 
Abraſharad then ordered the laboratory 
be darkened, and immediately the ſultan be 
held, among vivid flaſhes, this writing, in fire 
upon the walls: „ the ſultan of Taſpi wil 
be ſatisRed.*” At this ſight Abudah v. 
tranſported ; -whereupon Abraharad ſaid, * 
ſultan, let not appearances either flacken, d 
too raſhly inſpire your reſearches ; this lum 
nous appearance is natural, drawn from th 
moſt refuſe of materials, and may ſerve t 
convince you, that wonders he hidden in th 
moſt diſagreeable formation of matter, Bu 
I ſee the colours ariſing in the furnace, a 
that is bright to the eye! what flaſhes flat 
red, blue, green, rellow, purple, white, arl 
from my work! brighter, O ſultan, than th 
rubies or ths emeralds of thine aa 
| 7 
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of Fl Abudah looked at the furnace, and ſaw the 
he i oft glorious colours ariſing from the cruci- 
in hies of Abraharad. 

dri © Theſe,” continued the ſage, are figns 
ThuWhat my univerſal menſtruum is near perfec - 
les on, and now all nature will be opened be- 
thence me. | - 

d; What,“ anſwered Abudah, “ is the mix 
10uWhre you are making in the furnace an uni- 


gree 
fh b 
Ma 


erſal diflol vent?“ | 
«Yes, * ſaid Abraharad, “it is.“ 
« Then,” replied the merchant Abudah, 


orme the taliſman of Oromanes will ſoon be my 
I renWy 7.0” | : 

Tow © It may poſſibly,” reſumed the ſage, „re- 
henouire ſome time to ſeek out where it is de- 


nated.” | 
That,“ ſaid Abndah, „I know; for it 
| incloſed in the iron cheſt which you ſaw 
ge fitting upon under the rock, which has 
itherto reſiſted every application of force or 
= - s 

| va Haft thou, then, O royal ſultan,” cried 
1, *WMbraharad, the cheſt of adamant with fifty 
cs, 121d to contain that precious jewel, that 
Ioſophic taliſman, which can give life, im- 
ortality, riches, honour, and happineſs, to 


ve Me poffufſor? But ſee, my work is finiſhed, 
in te blueith vapour riſes, and my menſtruum, 


e key of nature, is completed. Let us, then, 
aten with it to this cheſt, and releaſe the 
aiure of my royal ſultan,” | 

„Rather,“ replied Abudah, „ will I go 
id bring it here, which, by its virtues, I am 
de to perform, and Abraharad ſhall ro 
Cle 
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through that ſtubborn piece of mechaniſm. 
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harad, though an hot one is denied m 
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ciſe his authority over this ſtubborn matte, } 
and reduce it to its former atoms.” 

Abudah then, leaving the ſage, returned t 
his cheſt, and ſeating himſelf thereon, Was, a 
a with, conveyed with his treaſury into th 
laborator v. 

The lage Abraharad, having viewed th 
cheſt with rapture : took out his Crucible, fu 
of the univerſal menſtruum. 

« Alas,” ſaid Abudan, O ſage, be ne 
deceived : Can that which diſſolves ever 
thing be confined by a crucible?” 

The ſage grew pale at the merchant's r 
proof, and w eith the utmoſt vexation thre 
his menſtruum on the ground, where th 
harmleſs liquor continued, without alten. 
itſelf, or the earth that ſupported it. 

46 Alas: ? ſaid Abudah, © where now 
alchy my!“ | 

«] have a cold fuſion,” anſwered Ahr 


for 1 will ſend the lightning, which melts! 
ſword, and leaves the ſcabbard” unhur 


A new apparatus being now fixed, t 
ſparks and flaſhes began to iſſue through! 
ſides ot the adamant, and Abraharad exu! 
ing, and impatient to haſten the effect ot | 
yumic lightning, ſtepped nearer to the che 
when the Qfath altering its courſe, dro 
e through the remples of the fa 
Abraharad, and reduced him to afhes. 
At this dreadful cataſtrophe, Abuda 
whoſe hopes were raiſed to the higheſt pit 
ran out of the laboratory with frantic u 
Ae! 


2 . * 
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„ and filled the area with his groans and 
mplaints. 

here, as he wandered about, tormented by 
on and diſappointment, a fage, with a 
aiy and compoſed mien, advanced from 
e of the porticos toward him, and with 
eat ſeeming unconcern, ſaid, „O wretch, 
„ will you neglect the poſſeſſion of the 
man of Oromanes, which it is in your 
Wer to enjoy!“ — 

Canſt thou aſſure me of that?“ anſwered 
dah, in tranſports... | 

«1 can afſure you, replied the ſage, 
that you are at preſent incapable of making 
fi... rs 

« And therefore it is, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid 
budah, „that I am thus for ever deceived, 
ten I think it within my graſp.” 

„t is even ſo,” an oa the ſage... 
Then teach me, O friendly ſage, con- 
mea the merchant, „how I may come to 
ttrue enjoyment of this valuable treaſure.” 

4 Muſt not happineſs,” ſaid the ſage, (be 
ated in the mind ?” | 

lt muſt, it muſt,” replied Abudah, 
ind I have neglected my mind to ſearch 
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exußzeit among bodily enoy ments. O what a 
ot ſcene have you, O greateſt of ſages, 
> cheWened to my view! But proceed, O hea-. 
drohe inſtructor, and perfect the cure you 


We begun! 


a 


{ | 
1 J 
Cool and moderate your grief this 


budaeht,” anſwered the ſage Gherar, „and to- 
t pitchrow, if I find you diſpaſſionate, I wil! 
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94 XT ES O 
unmaſk your mind, which at preſent. is bel 
by worldly objects.“ 

Thus ſaying, the ſage Gherar introduce 
Abudah awong his (cholars, and provide 


him apartments in his ; Portico. 
Early the next morning the ſage Gherarz 


= tended; Abudah, and led him forth toad bas 
11 the valley that fronted the building dedicate 
1:6 to ſcience and inftruction. 
3k | { How delightful,” ſaid Gherar, «« re tl 
1 ſweet dews that are again riſing at the call. m] 
x the morning ſun |! The groves ſeem like ma n! 
1 ä refreſhed by tlie ſilence 501 the night, and ie, 
iii graſs is capable, by this relief from nature, Mer 
I's ſtand againſt the fiery beams of the noon.” Wi 


« It is, indeed,” anſwered Abudah, « 


f 5 glorious morning, and looks more like a ne 
-. Fil creation, than a ſcene which has atready lat. 
=_ ſuch numberleſs ages. O how happily mig: 
' [4 man ſpend his days in ſuch ſweet retirements 


— 


2 ———— 


no cares to moleſt him; no ſtorms to be 
upon him; no human deſolaticns to full 
from.“ 5 

cc Such,” anſwered Gherar, 4 are th 
dreams of folly, and the conceits of infirmity 
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LS conſcious of your weakneſs, L led you. to th 

8 ſcene, in order to convince you how incapab | 

SIGs you are of happine:s ; if the brightneſs o 0 d 

3 ſun, and the vapours of the morning, can n 
Fo” affect you with pleaſure, the want of their | 
. 


will be painful unto you. In theſe gratific 
tions the foul is totally paſſive, and muſt be ie 
by the ſenſes; thus the is taught to en ee 
wanton touches of a finger; at the tickling o 


Iuxurious palate; at the odours of a fadin 
flower 


bd 


- 


cumambient air; CF at the accidental ob- 


m{cribed animal. | | 

4 But the purity and im mortality of the 
ulteach the philoſopher tog overn the corrup- 
ons of the fleſh, and not to ſutter the body to 
e the-maſter of the mind; the momentary 


vide 


rar 3 
War 
licate 


re i, who, conſcious of his perfeétions, and 
call pmpiete in Is own-virtues and immortality, 
e man {mile:-amidft the horrors of diffolving na- 
nd ire, and preſerve a firmaels and indifference, 
ure, en even the whole earth is crumbling ro ts. 
1. Wizjval chaos; and if theſe things affect not 


b 
a neWrd the common «accidents aud vexations”® of 
late if he drop a limb, his immortal part is 
me eerthelels unimpaired: if he fuifer hunger, 
mene ekhis mind is fed, with never failing plea- 
0 be; ts: if power throw its arbitrary chains 
{ul wnd him, his fort is ſtill free, and can mock _ 
We ty rant's rage, and defy his malice. In 

re ie, O Abudah, the true philoſopher is ca- 
mie of every pleaſure, and releaſed front 
to th y all z. the. beauty of virtue has eternal 
-apabWrns for his. contemplation and poſſeſſion; 
b of t] changes: of mortality have nothing that 
can move, tranſport, or diſquiet him; he nets 
f the hopes nor fears; he neither admires nor 
atific ads; and always wears within his breaſt 
t be Eoatent ment more unvariable and unthaken 
eatti In all the treaſures upon earth, becauſe no- 
ng 00 Wi earthly can diſquiet him.“ 

fadin : AS 
lower 
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orer; at the founding undulations of the 


ducts that play upon the eyes ef a trifling, cir- 


eaſures or evils of life are alike indifferent to 


{elf-fortified bred, how little will he re- 


| 
* 
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je} As the ſage Gherar ſpoke theſe words E 
11874 an heart-telt pride, Abudah, tranſported e 
1 his doctrines, was about to anſwer, when 
1 fierce tyger burſting from the thicket, with, 
1 eyes flaſhing dreadful fires, and a mouth 
— 1] grimed with human gore, ſprung violently MM; 
{HAY _ wards the ſage and his pupil. Abudah, W,: 
178 had not ſo entirely forgotten his worldly y h 
wel dom, as to ſtand perfectly undaunted, 6 ? 
bl into the brook that divides the vale, and y 
= acroſs, as knowing the tyger would not fol 
mn him through the water. lte 
= Having reached the oppoſite bank, he lod. 
8 ed towards the fage Gherar, whom he (WM, 
2 1 running with the utmoſt precipitation bel; 
= the voracious tyger; but his flight was e 
_ the monſter overtook him, and leaping ul; 
—_—_ the ſage, tore him limb from limb, will ; 

— Gherar filled the woods and the vallies v 


his piteous cries and lamentations. } 


__- uw % Alas!” ſighed the merchant Abudah, bar 
_ . x he beheld the wretched end of Gherar, * He 
_ vain is it for weakneſs to boaſt of ſtrength, Mad 


for man, who is infirm, to deny the reality: 
what he muſt hourly feel ! To boaſt of a poll ( 
—_— over nature is, I ſee, the end of phitolop ir: 
—_ which ſhould only with wonder contemphy 
1 What it cannot ſcan; much leſs ought the . 
tile man to vaunt itſelf ſuperior to rhe ble | 
or ſcourges of him who is the Ruler of the e 
verſe.” | 5 
With theſe reflections Abudah aroſe, WM 
being fearful to venture on the other fe. 
the brock, he advanced up @ lawn, uy 1 
c indi \ 
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inding between two mountains, brought the 
jerchant into a ſpacious plain, where he be- 
ed innumerable 32 feeding upon its ſur- 
ce, and fhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes tending 
eir innocent charge. | | 

« Here,” ſaid Abudah to himſelf, „here 


ds 's 
rted 
when 
47 WI 
uth b 


-ntly neither pomp, nor luxury, nor vanity ; here 
al, vl rural peace, and quietneſs, and tranquillity, 
” ViWihch know no ſorrow.” | 

, 4 As thus Abudah muſed within himfelf, he 
Dd IN. 


yanced towards the ſhepherds and their 
pocks, when one paſling near him, inimedi- 
ttely ran with the utmoſt precipitation among 


t folk 


he lod be reſt, crying aloud, ** Fly, fly, O my wan- 
he Mering and diſtreſſed friends, for the tyrant of 
n belegt, not content with driving us out from 
as vuß land of Shakarah, is come down to bereave 
ng ug alſo of our flocks and herds.“ 
, WEE Abudah was touched to the ſoul at this ſcene 
lies Mr diſtrels and confuſion, which his former 
aſions had occaſioned, and called to the poor 
dad nderers to ſtay; but they, fearful and la- 
„ Meting, drove their flocks along the plain, 
ng), Wd with dread looked back, expecting to ſee 
realit Win the cruel armies of the I algites. 
q a po One old venerable bramin alone, unable 
1toloWirough age to follow the Shakarahs, whom he 
Ke ed tor many years inſtructed, fat, with a ma- 
the lic compoſure, on a ſquare ſtone which ſtood 
ble the entrance of his cell ; as Abudah advan- 
| the del, he aroſe and made obeiſance, ſaying, 
' Know, O ſultan, I riſe not to the tyrant of 
ole, Matei, but I bow before him whom it has 
er eieg Alla to ſet over his people; but 
1, Wherefore fhouldit thou ſeck ts do evil, that 
wind vor. 1. 95 e T thou 
K n Sri” — 
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thou mayeſt reap good; are then bad ations 
capable of ſaJutary ends, and is evil predoni. 
nant that purity may triumph ! Alas, O ſul. 
tan! not ſuch are the means of obtaining the 
taliſman of the great and perfect Oromanes 
purity and perfection, iuch as men may attain 
unto, true Virtue and benevolence, ' and 1 
faithful religion, are the means of poileſiing 
that treaſure, \ 
© Haften, therefore, O man, to the tomb 
of the prophet, and there confeſs the follies 
and iniqdities of. thy reſearches; and learn 
from that fountain of purity and truth, the 
will of im who ordained. you to this hither 
ineffectual-toil.”? 

« Good and pious bramin;*” replied. Abi 
dah,' „ much have I abuſed” both the babe ol 
Yovidence and you, and ybur Poor innoce! 
and diſtreſſed nation; but direct me in m 
journey to Medina, for I ſeem hitherto to hav 

troddei on enchaated ground.“ 
Phe cheſt of adamant will convey you tf 
Medina, anfwered the bramin. 

E left It,” replied Abudah, 4 in the man 
ſions of philoſophy , Which may not be found 
without croiling” the brook, and” riſking th 
fury of the tyger. 

. 108 There 18,8 anſwered the bramin, * a patl 
that leads from hence, round the brook to f 
back of that nranfion, into which a fmal] bridy 
will carry you over the brook ;. and may Mia 
 homet proſper your undertaking!” +» 

Abudah then took leave of the ſage, af 
ring him, that the Taſgires knew mot of“ 


Place of retreat, and that he might relt 1 
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the Genius Barhaddan before him 


the true keys of the adamantine che(t,” 


proached the Genius, and having proſtrated 


. {elf before him, received the long -enpected 
eys 


and ſearch for thy treaſure.” 
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the Shakarahs ſafely there, for no evil was in- 
tended them. 

The bramin bleſſed Abudah as he parted. 

The ſultan merchant haſtened to the ſemi- 
naries of learning, where, taking poſſeſſion of 
his cheſt, he threw himſelf on it, in full aſſu- 
ance that he ſhould awaken in Ilie temple of 
Medina. 

in a ſhort time, the merchant " Abafah 
found himſelf in an awful moſque, recbning 
on the cheſt of adamant ;, on one ſide ſtood the 
box which uſed to haun his chamber with the 
dmmutive hag, and on the other a large ciſ- 
tern of water. © 

Preſently, with mmildneſvin: his aſpect, . ſtood 


« At length,” ſaid he, “ Abudah, receive 


At theſe words the- merchant Abudah ap- 


i Begin," ſaid Barhiddan, 5 0 Abudah, 


Abudah obeyed, and in a moment the locks 
bf the cheſt flew open. 

Abudah, with a conſciouſneſs and 2 
ited up. the lid of the cheſt, when inſtantly 
len out a thouſand feathers, ſo that they co- 
ered the whole pavement of the moſque, 
„Now,“ continued Barhaddan,. „ put. in 
line hand, and draw forth the contents of the 
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Abudah obeyed, and firſt he took up a bean. 


tiful but bleeding hand, with a curious brace. 
let of diamonds. 


ce That hand, ſaid Barhaddan, „ was ſe. if 
vered from the body of a fair ſultana, by to 
ſlave who could not unlock the bracelet. Dot 
thou think, Abudah, the wearer was the hap. .. 
pier for that ornament?ꝰ 

As Abudah was going to draw again, out 
ſtepped a poor wretch, loaden with his bags df 
gold, trembling and looking behind. 6 

Next, on a ſudden, a gay youth with ai: 
poignard ſtabbed the miſer to the heart; upon] 
which ſeveral women in looſe attire came and: 
ſhared with him the ſpoil, and began dancing 
and ſinging. | | 

Theſe were followed by a crowd, among k 
whom was a crowned head, who ordered hu 
ſoldiers to fall on them, and deſtroy them; WW 4 
then came a ſuperior force, and put a bow. 
ſtring around the neck of him that was crown. 
ed, and another ſtripped the crown from hy 
head. | h 

After theſe came ſeveral madmen ; ſome 
with wings on their ſhoulders, ſome wil” 
wheels, which they ſtrove always to keep in " 
motion; ſome looking unto the - ſkies, ſome 
drawing circles in the air with ſtraws, ſome? 
jabbering ridiculous notions, that the ſame © 
quantity was both more and leſs than itſelf. 

When theſe were paſſed, Barhaddan alkel1 i 
Abudah, Doſt thou underſtand theſe things WF 

« I underſtand by them,” anſwered the 


merchant, „and alſo by my travels, _ 
| | geln 
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neither riches, nor gaiety, nor honour, nor 
power, nor ſcience, nor learning, nor obſcu- 
ſity, is free from the common accidents of 
life, and that therefore theſe can never lead us 
to the perfect taliſman of Oremanes.” ? 

« What didit thou underſtand by the fea- 
ters?“ ſaid Barhaddan. : 

« | knew not their meaning, 2 anſwered 
Abudah. 

n continued the Genius Barhaddan, 
«were the thouſand light, airy, inconſtant 
hopes and wiſhes, which lie on the toÞ of 
every man's heart, which have ſome kind of 
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Dok 
e hap. 
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upon 
e and tendency to the taliſman, and ſo they are the 
ncing MM fl: on the top of the cheſt.“ IT, 

« And now, O merchant Abudah,” faid 
mong MW Eariaddan, „art thou convinced that the ta- 
ed hs iimin of Oromanes could not be treaſured 
hem: among ſuch refute as theſe ? Shut d own, there- 
bow. re, the cheſt, and attend with litence to the 
"OW! ſeen which will follow.” 

m hit Abudah cbeyed, ſtanding like 2 mute with 


his hands before hi m. 
ſome « Now, thou wicked hag,” ſaid Barhaddan, 
with © thou evil Geniu 5, who loveſt to torment and 
ep i uilend mankind, come forth.“ 
ſome At theſe words the little box fell to pieces, 
ſome aid tlie hag came trembling out on- her crutches 
ſame before Barhaddan. 1 


If. © know,“ ſaid the pure 2 40 thy i im- 
aſked Pacable nature, and that thou delignteſt only 
gs n nuitchief and, evil; but that you may have 


's "the ſome awe for thoſe SHER regard mankind, Hand 
that here, and {ce me purge the man whom. thou 
he SS 3 Halt 
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haſt enſlaved with worldly thoughts and de. 
ſires. ä 5 5 

Barhaddan then commanded Abudah' tg 
waſh himfelf in the ciſtern ; which having per. 
formed, he ordered him a ſecond time to open 


192 


f* 


the cheſt of adamant. Te T4 

Abudah obeying, looked in, and faw only a 
little book, which Barhaddan bid him read, 
and he read theſe words aloud: 


&« Know, O man, that human nature, which 


is imperfect, cannot attain to perfection; that 
true happineſs, which is the real taliſman of 
Oromanes, being immortal, can be enjoyed by 
immortals alone. That man, being a creature, 


is ſubject to the commands of his Creator; 


and therefore a knowledge of his will, and; 
faithful obedience to it, ſhould be the firſt and 
laſt purſuit of mortality; till it pleaſe the 
Eternal Power to remove him from trial te 
perfection, from earthly miſery to the eternal 
happineſs of a glorious paradiſe.” 5 
As he ended theſe words, Abudah fell pro- 


ſtrate in the moſque, and adored the Eternal 
Power above, which the Genius ſeeing, com: 
mended him. | | 
Then Barhaddan turning to the hag, “ Go," 
faid he, “ falſe and wicked Genius into that 
cheſt, and there, for fifty years, contemplate 
the happineſs you are ſo anxious to; recom 
mend. 5 
The hag trembled and obeyed ; the cheſ 
cloſed with violence, the locks faſtened them- 
felves on, and the whole was taken up like 
whirlwind, and vaniſhed away, | 
| FE Abudal 
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Abudah then looked round to thank the 


friendly Genius, but he was gone; and what 


ſerpriſed him more, he found himſelf on his 


bed at Bagdat, and his wife and family weep- 


ns around him. 

As he moped, Selima in tranſports ran to 
lim, and aſked him if the life were in him, 
n me!” ſaid Abudah; * Why, woman, 
have been travelling theſe three months; I 


are ſeen various countries and kingdoms; I 


are (but would I had not) been crowned a 
Inltan,'” © | 

« 0,” interrupted Selima, “ my lord raves 
gain. Thy children and ſervants know, O 


þbudah, that for four days thou has flept upon 


his ſopha, and we feared you were dead.“ 
„Was what Ll have ſeen 2 dream?“ replied 
he merchant Abudah : „ then bleſſed be the 
rophet, who has added unto me knowledge 
"tout guilt. „„ Hol. | | 
But now, my lovely Selima,” faid Abu- 
lah, © I am releaſed from thoſe terrors and 
neaſineſſes, which have made me-a burthen 
v thee and myſelf. Yes, Selima, I have 
earned to be content, the utmoſt man mutt 
xpect on earth; I have learned to be obe- 
lent to Alla, and to love and cheriſh my fa- 
ily, and to do good to mankind.” 

At theſe words he again embraced his wife 
nd children, and'the day was ſpent with de- 
ent endearments; nor lived there a happier 


more reſigned and cheerful family in Bagdat, 


an in the houſe of the merchant Abudath. 
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=. When the Genius Barhaddan had finiſhed 
| his tale, Iracagem aroſe from his throne, and 
—__ humbled hintelt before him; ; then turning to 


the wan afſemble, he thus addreſſed the pu- 
=; Pils Gt his immor tal race: 
| 1 Hear, Ove reptiles, whoſe life is a ſpan, 
and whoſe: habitation is as the duſt in tho / 
whirlwind ; who look tcward the earth, and 
fee not below the {and that covers it, and to be 
the heavens, but the cloud interveneth and 
darkeneth your fearch; teek not for durable 
' Joys in a world of viciſſitude ;, nor for happi- 
neis, which a moment fhall alter, as the (ca ite! 
breeze byots-out the writing of a child on the 
1 fand. 1he eye which is mortal cannot lee 


IS 6 
FU that Which 18 unchangeable, neither can tes 1 
1 talte of-man he Cuisfied with variety. Wa b 
Fr then, ye {ons of clay, with patience, til! ye i an 
= in tranflacect into the cardens of ever-living pa en 
= ſures, 1nto palaces which moulder not with Het 
=: ſt rm, into manions which time muſt for ene 
_ FF admire. And kncw that happineſs is witl 
3 i Ang and Alla, and that the taliſman 0 
= i Oromanes is to obey. God, and to love H 
= confmandments, and 


4% Thanks, gentle B. arhaddan, » continue 
Iracagem, thanks be to thy induſtry and care 
well haft thou inculcated the lefſons- of mor 
litv, and the doctrines of truth. — Say, the 
my noble brother,“ ſaid Iracagem to Mam 

Joik, © where las Manilouk been employed! 
the ter“ tice of mankind 2? 
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1 n n 
The Derviſe Alfourat.. | 
ALFOURAN, by the ſanity of this men- 
ners, and the abſtemiouſneſs of his diet, 


had gained the hearts of the whole province of 
Eyraca ; but none was more captivated with 


the holy derviſe than Sanballad, the ſon of 


demi, a merchant in Baſſora, 'whoſe father in- 
tended to bring him up in the mercantile buſi- 
neſs, which he himſelf profeſſed. ; 
The hermitage of Alfouran was fituated in 
a wood, near the ſuburbs. of the city. It was 
formed out of a ſtupendous rock in the ſide of 


a mountain, and contained two cells, the out- 


ermoſt of which ſerved for the common pur- 


noſes of life, and the innermoſt was ſet apart 


tor the private devotions and religious cere - 


monies of the ſanctified dervy ne. 


A ſmall fpring, which ran trickling down 


the rock, ſupplied him with the pureſt water, 
and fell into a baſon, which the induſtrious 


\lfouran had ſcooped out of the bottom of 
lie rock, from which the water overflowing, 
leſcended in a gentle rill to the wood, and 
an purling among the trees; ſometimes diſ- 
vrering itſelf by its glittering ſurface, and 
ometimes gliding imperceptibly through the 
hickſet buthes which grew upon its banks. 
A little plain opened before the door of the 
ell, which, by the ſhade of the lofty trees that 
rounded it, and the conſtant attention 5 
| N | the 
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—_” the ſage to ſprinkle its ſurface, ever preſer 
| ved a moſt beautiful verdure. 1 
The tall and ſtraight cedars and palm 
which overſhadowed this delightful retreat, ai" 
once ſecured it from the ſcorching ſun, and 
afforded a moſt beautiful and majeſtic. appeal 
ance, mixed with an aw ful folemnity, whi| 
ſtruck the heart, and demanded the re veren 
of every behalder. | | 
To this habitation of- e did That 
ſands reſort, at the riſing of the ſun, to heat 
the inſtructions of his mouth, and dwell up“ 
the ſweet accents of his perſuaſive tongue; 
even the labours of the” day were forgotten 
nile he charmed their ears; and the poore 
lubjects of Baſſora refuſed: not to follow the 
ſage Alfouran, though the work of their hand 
was neglected and-undone. . * 
he & pious's Sanballad was ever a conſtant at 
tendant at theſe” captivating lectures, an 
' drank deep of: che inſtructions of the dervile 
| Eallorg, 85 e 
„His ſoul was animated by the. example 0 
-the felf-denying ſage: he ſcorned the mean 
N of a dirty world, and-ſought ear- 
Heitly to bury himſelf in the glorious ſolitude 
„Of Aifonran; - A 
; Ons day, after the dervide had been exhor- 
tins his hearers s to trouble themſelves no lon- 
-:ger with the concerns of life, nor the tranlac- 
„tions of morality, Sanballad preſented himſelf 
before hin and having done obedience to the 
- holy” man, Ire intreated Alfeuran to initiate 
him into the. EY lieries' 'of nis happy lite. 
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Alfoural looked earneſtly at. the youth; he 
eheld his complexion, his modeft beauties, 
s eyes ſtreaming with penitential tears, and 
bis heart heaving wich: the full fighs of ſorrow 
nd contrition. 
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erviſe, © leave the vanities of this life, to 
pend” in folitude.. and abftemiouſneſs the 


thou orldly connections, thy friends, thy relations, 
_ engagements, thy buſineſs, and thy plea- 
| uponp”'<>» and prefer before them the conſtant - » 
nove Won pany of an azed derviſe ? If thou art fo 


elolved, let me. firſt have a trial of thy faith 


Otten 
EG mito; Aſcend. this craggy rock by 


ooref 
W the 


han" the tone which is dedicated on its-ſurface 


o the pure ſolar fire. There remain while 
he lin melts thee by day, and the moiſt un- 


ant at 
Fa hblefom2 dew falls on thee by night, till 


„ Alt 
vile ok 
£ es of the choicelt viands which the rich men 
ple c f FBaſſora ſend daily to tempt my appeti ite, of 
mean 
\t ear- 
)l1tude 


ine thy mind, the curie of the god of fire 
& upon thee,” 


ul looks, and began to aſcend the holy moun- 
my 


He ſpent the firſt day in a ſolemn: Genes, 


exNor- 
0 lon- 


-an{ac- 
\inſelf Clark even to look up or move from his 
to the Mitre: but kept his eyes ind on the ground, 
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« And canſt thou, O young man, faid the -. 


michtly hours'of youth? Canſt thou quit all 


he ſteps which I have hewn in its tide, and fit 


re days are accomplithed, an4 I will bring 
rich if thou taſteſt, or to which if thou dult- 


Ar this command Sanballad aroſe Wich joy 


nd in ſerret implored the ſtrei. gthening alli | 
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uch prefents at their hands; not, as he ai 


when the derviſe perceived, he extolled hi 
faith, and exhorted him to continue obedie 
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The-ſecond day Alfouran ſet before kim 
fumptuous banquet, which his diſciples, at h 
command, had brought from the city; for 
was daily the cuſtom of Alfouran- to receiy 


for his on uſe, but to fix him ſtedfaſtly in hi 
forbearance from thoſe . pampering repaſt 
They ſtood every day expoſed on a table 158 
ed out of the living rock in his cell, and a 
noon. the derviſe aſcended the hill to bun 
them at the holy fire, which he Kkindled fron 
the ſun. 

Sanballad looked not at the tempting viand 
till Alfouran commanded him, and then per 
fitted religiouſly in his reſolutions; which 


to the inſtructions he had received. 
The third day the poor youth was nearlyex 
hauſted with watching and fatigue, neverthe 
leſs Alfouran endeavouxes, by the molt artfy 


temptations, to draw hibr from his purpoſe. 
but in vain; the pious Sanballad triumphef lr 
over his temptations, and at length tultille n 
his commands. | - 


But now partly initiated, the derviſe, aft 
having fed him, conducted him down fro: 
the mountain to the cell beneath ; and leavin 
him ſome time to reſt and refreſhment, he alon 
aſcended with his daily offerings to the alt: 
SLRS. EL es | 

In this act of devotion Alfouran continue 
the remainder of the day, during which ti 
Sanballad heard, the molt raviſhing ny 

| WIlIC 
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nich ſeemed to deſcend through the moun- 

in, and filled the cells with it's enchanting 
harmony. On. „ | 
And thus was the derviſe's time divided ; in 

he morning he preached to the multitude, 

zhilſt the careful Sanballad received their of- 

rings, and laid them on the ſtone table in the 

ell, ; | | 

At noon the derviſe aſcended with the of- 

krings, and the young man was ordered to 

urſue his private devotions in the innermoſt 

fel, and was taught to expect thoſe heavenly 
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viand inds, if his prayers were accepted. When 
1 8 he fun left the horizon, Alfouran deſcended 
woe the place, where Sanballad ſpread ſome. 


bots on the turf by the ſpring, and the der- 
ie and his ſcholar made their ſingle and ab- 
[emious, repaſt. | 


edie 


. The young derviſe was enraptured at the 
art pts and — of his maſter, and the 
pol habitants of Baſſora brought daily their 


hes, and fine veſtments and delicacies, that 
touran might ſacrifice thoſe unworthy ob- 
its of their affection on the altar of the ſun. 

Nor were the prayers of Sanballad rejected, 
ir he daily obtained a grateful token from 
ie powers he worſhipped, and was charmed 
ich the heavenly muſic which ſounded 
tough the rock. | 3 | 
In this manner did Alfouran and his pupil 
dicate their time to the invincible powers of 
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„ Alte 
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tinue ; ] 

+ tin, till the whole city of. Baſſora was con- 

mul erted to the religion of the derviſe; and, 

which eelecting their trade, all flocked regularly | 


imbibe the inſtructions of his lips. 
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But what even, in the midſt of his ſanctity 
E upon the heart of Sanballad was, th; 
is maſter Alfouran did not ſuffer him to a 
cend the mountain. When he aſked the der 
viſe the reaſon why he was denied that holf 
office, Alfouran would anſwer— 
«© Know, O young man, that he only is 
to make ſuch a ſacrifice, who oy long and pa 


and purged it from the deſires of mortality 
No, Sanballad, you muſt ſerve a longer ter 
of years, and perſiſt in your religion for man 
ſans, ere you be admitted to that, the greate 
and nobleſt work of man; wait, theretorlf 
with ſubmiſhon, and doubt not but when tho 


to his ſervice.“ 
If Sanballad's impetuous deſires to fern 
like Alfouran, in the cell of the worſkippe 
ef fire, could drive him againſt the inclin 
tions and commands of his parents, to act u 
der the banners of Alfouran, it is not to 
wondered that he was now as eager in deficit 
to be jointly admitted into all tlte ſervices 
his maſter. | | 
The bed or reſting place of Sanballad . 
on the ſtone table in the outward cell ; Alto 
an ſlept on a floor of flints within, 
It was the hour of midnight, when Sanba 
lad, ſtill revolving his favourite deſires in | 
mind, heard the wind ruſtle through t 
grove; the moon played on the furface oft 
water, in the baſon which ſtood without, wit 
on a ſudden Sanballad diſcerned, at the doi 
of the cell, the figure of a little old man; 
Pr | ; aun 
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convince thee of the folly of thy worthip.” 


ballad t6 move the altar from its place. 


112 or 
At this exhortation Sanballad aroſe from 

bed, and entered into the cell of the treach 
rous Alfouran. 5 | 

He felt gently for his maſter, who w. 
ſtretched upon the flints. 7 

Sanballad having found his boſom, bold 
put his hand therein, and felt the ſignet of t. 
Genius Nadoc, which he immediately pulls 
out, and by the force of his arm awakened 
frighted derviſe. ns 
Sanballad ſeeing Alfouran awake, wish 
that he had completed his purpoſe, that 
might have eſcaped out of the cell whilet 
derviſe had ſlept. MO, 

No ſooner had Sanballad formed his wil 
than Alfouran ſunk again into a deep flee 
and the young man perceiving the power whit 
the ſignet of the Genius Nadoc had given hi 
bleſſed Mahomet his prophet, and haſten 
out of the cell. | 

On the plain before the door, he met 


« I fee,” ſaid his inſtructor, © thou hi 
wiſely prevailed; and now, O Sanballad, \ 
will together aſcend this mountain, and I w 


Having thus ſaid, Mamlouk led the wa 
and having climbed to the altar, on the Ju 
face of the mountain, the Genius deſired Sal 


O Mamtouk,” ſaid Sanballad, „that is 
beyond my ſtrength ; for when I fat on! 
ſtone, as a probationer before the ſun, I alla 
ed with * my ſtrength to move it, and co,, 


not,” 
| « Th 


| 
5 
| 
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« That was,” replied Mamlouk, „ becauſe 
Alfouran commanded it to continue firm and 
fxed, but now his power is no more.” | 

Sanballad then ſet his ſhoulder againſt the 
fone, and moved it from its _ 

The ſtone being removed, diſcovered a dark 


Bo finding ſtair-caſe cut out of the rock, whic 
= n CES into the body of the mountain. 
Le 0 Mamlouk commanded Sanballad to deſcend, 


ud fear not: „for,“ ſaid the Genius, «« 1 
jill attend you, though inviſible, and 1nſtruct - 
jou in what manner you are to behave, but 
e reſolute in preſerving the ſignet of the Ge. 
nus Nadoc, * | 


Ne continuation of the Tale of the Dera Ale 
| fouran. 


HE aſtoniſhed ſon of "WE cunts by 
the preſence and ſpeech of the Genius 
3 began to deſcend into the entrails 
the mountain; by circular ſteps, which wound 
bout a ſolid pillar of ſtone, 

After he had paſſed three hundred airs: he 


LY jet with a ſtrong wicket, which he command- 
6 WF to open, and then continued to purſue his 
10 * my through a dark and cloſe palſage, cut out 
4 Sa the living rock. 


At the end of this paſſage he found a A l 
If {olid iron, which at his command creaked 
u its hinges, and opening, preſented to his 
ewa large cavern, untinnted in the center 
th an enormous glowing carbuncle. Around 
Ws ſpacious vault hung all the rich and valu, 
KN 3 able 
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able garments which the deceitful Alloa h 
had begged from the deluded inhabitants of Wc 
Baflorg, as offerings to his god. f 
And what,” {aid Sanballad to his invil. WM i 
ble guide, „was the deſign of Alfouran in Wc: 
collecting theſe riches, lince he never makes al 
any uſe of them?! h: 
6 Proceed, ſaid Mamlouk, . „and ob. WM: 
1 Vo.“ In one corner of this cavern, Sanbal. 
ad perceived a chaſm in the rock, which he 
immediately commanded to open, and which 
let him through its ſides into another paſſage 
wider than the firſt, ſupported by two rows of 
| E's and enlightened with a variety of car- 
uncles. 
As ſoon as Sanballad entered this paſſage, 
he heard the ſound of many inflruments, play- 
ing the moſt plaintive notes; and preſently 
i at the lower end, he Foy rs of cloſe-yeiled 
WT matrons, marching with ſolemn "eps alon; 
1 the avenues of the paſſage. once 
May I, O0 Mamlouk!““ ſaid Sanballad 
1 «© wiſh that theſe may receive me as they uſe 
* 581 to receive Alfouran ?”? 
=. LS < - Fs replied Mamlouk, 41 find tho 
1 haſt withed it in thine heart, for uy alread 
| begin to acknowledge thee." 

As Mamlouk ſaid this, the matrons all ca 
round Sanballad, ſome kiſſing his hands, ſoi 
his feet, and others kneeling, and in the hig 
eſt acts of devotian touching the ſkirts fe 
| clothing. 

Thus ſurrounded, the fiẽtitious derviſe 
| ſed to the farther end of the paſſage, wher 


1 pacious portal . inte a gloomy 
14 
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ran W hown out of a ſolid rock of adamant: in the 
of Wc:ner of this temple was an altar, or hearth, 
raiſed from the ground, on which @ large fire, 

„il. fed with oils and aromatic woods, burnt in- 
in Weefantly day and night; and was renewed with 
ikes all the incenſe and perfumes which Alfouran 
bad obtained from the deluded inhabitants of 
ob. WBalora. | x | 
val. WW As ſoon as Sanballad advanced to the fire, 
bete orgies began. The female votaries work- 
hich Wing themſelves up into the molt frantic fits of 
Tage enthuſiaſtic madneſs, groaning, weeping, laſh- 
vs ling themſelves, falling into trances and fits, 
car- eil at length, tired and fatigued with their 
Wild religion, they ſunk into ſlumbers round 

age e lame which they had adored. 

lay © Now, Sanballad,” faid Mamlouk, © now 
muſt thou be reſolute and brave: canſt thou 
ſt temptation'?”? + #45 . 
Alas!“ replied Sanballad, “I thought fo 
pmce, but it was a vain opinion, ariſing from 
he pride of a falſe religion.” | 


* 


Vour diffidence,“ anſwered the Genius, 
is prudent, and manifeſts an humble mind; 
ut as the temptation may be too ſevere for 
four new-born faith in the prophet, he has 
ermitted me to perſonate Alfouran, and carry 
u invifible through theſe mazes of bewitch- 


| (ons error. ?? ; | 
hig Thus ſaying, Mamlouk put on the appear- 
of e of Alfouran, and Sanballad having wiſh- 


} inmſelf inviſible, ſtood beſide the metamor- 

goed Genius. | Ly 
Mamlouk then waved his hands on high, 
k clapped them together in the air; at the 
- WP found 


the myſteries of Alfcuran, took Sanballad b 
the hand, and led him out of that ſcene 9 
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ſound of his clapping the matrons awoke, ani 
the fictitious Alfouran commanded the cup gf 
love to be produced. | 

Four ancient matrons immediately brought 
forward a large bowl from the innermoſt part 
of the temple, of which the transformed Ge 
nius and his females partook. | 

No ſooner were they replete with this li 
quor, than they began to ſing the moſt pro 
phane ſongs, and by every geſture manifeſtec 
the deſires of their hearts; till at length bein 
worked into a paſſionate madneſs, they threy 
oft their clothing, and diſcovered, under th 
formal appearance of ſanctified matrons, th 
moſt abandoned ſigns of youthful proſtitution, 

The Genius having revealed thus much of 


horror to the top of the mountain. As the] 
aroſe from the cavern, the beams of the ſu 
began to play upon the eaſt, and tinge th 
duſky clouds with its early light, 

« And who,” ſaid Sanballad to his guide 
as they aroſe, © who are theſe abominab 
wretches ?*” 

„They are,“ replied Mamlouk, “ wea 
and deluded women who have at difteret 
times ſtolen in the dead of the night from Bal 
ſora, to hear the doctrines of the ſanctife 
Alfouran. But be filent, for I ſee ont 
plains before the city of Baſſora, the mult 
tudes approaching, to hear and adore the! 
pocritical derviſe.“ 3 4 

« And will Alfouran awake and inſtru 


them?“ {aid Sanballad to the Genius. l 
(„ No 
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„ and „ No,“ anſwered Mamlouk, © the prophet 
sup 08 gill no longer permit his villanies to remain 
expoſed ; but let us haſten to meet the cre- 
dulous followers of Alfouran.*” | | 
Having thus ſaid, Mamlouk deſcended from 
the hill, and ſtood before the cell of the der- 
vie. The crowds gathered round him, for 


ought 
t part 
d Ge 


his Ede till perſonated the form of Alfouran; ſome 
t pro bleſſed him with tears in their eyes, others 
ile worſhipped the fictitious idol of their 
being geckions. | | 

ny In the midſt of this ill-placed adoration, 


Mamlouk lifted up his voice, as though it had 
ken the voice of a*'whirlwind, and ſaid in the 
ars of all the inhabitants of Baſſora; 
« 0 deluded idolaters, why have ye left the 
orſhip of your prophet, to follow the lies 
ad fables of the inchanter Alfouran ?** - | 
As he ſpoke theſe words, the Genius ſhook. 
ff the appearance of the derviſe, and ſhone far 


1s, thi 
ation, 
uch of 
lad b 
ene 
s the) 
he fu 


8e deore them in all the native beauty of his 
Mn: eavenly race. | | | 
oo 11 The multitude were aftoniſhed at the change, 


nd the Genius proceeded; 
„Jam Mamlouk, the guardian Genius of 


. fur city, which I have with ſorrow. of late 

Ba held ſtrangely deviating from the worſhip 
Mi We the prophet. 1 | 
1Chifie 


„The fates decreed that you ſhould be 
impted by Alfouran 3 he came therefore into 
ls crove, and, under the ſpecions maſk of 
attity, gained the hearts of your people, in- 
much that you neglected the public works of 
eaty, and the ſocial duties which ye owed 
| ong 
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crack and open its ſides, till by degrees ti 
temple and caverns within were made manift 
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one anotlier, and all herded to hear and offer 


to Alfouran yourſelyes and your ſubſtance, 
Alfouran was poſſeſſed of the ſignet of the 


a 4 
Genius Nadoc, by means of which he halo! 
commanded the ſlaves of that ſignet to fom er 
in the ſpacious womb of this mountain the (ec 
cret haunts of his wickedneſs and luſt, wh 
I will now diſcloſe unto you.”” 1 


Having ſo ſpoken, the Genius commande 
Sanballad to go into the cell, and awaken Art 
fouran, which he did, the derviſe trembling 
as Mn came forth, from a conſciouſneſs of h 

ulit. | | 
a As ſoon as the multitude beheld Alfour 
they were ſo infatuated at his preſence, iu 
the luminous appearance of the Genius ſcare 
withheld them from worſhipping and adorin 
the derviſe ; which when Mamlouk perceivec 
he ſaid unto them— PR 9 

* O inhabitants of Baſſora, how vain 2 
my labours to bring you to Mahomet ! bute 
you too fooliſhly refuſe to hear the directo 
of your prophet, let me expoſe to your vie 
the entrails of this mountain. 

As he ſpake theſe words, the people 
looked towards the mountain, which began 


to the wondering populace. | 
Out of this neſt of luſt and intempera 
came the wild females who had ſo mileray 
degraded themſelves by their laſcivious deed 
but how was the miſery of their condit! 


heightened, when they beheld ſuch cou 
tu 
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weir neighbours and kinſmen ſtanding as wit- 
peſſes of their indecent appearance 

Nor were the men of Baſſora leſs diſguſted, 
ond among the private hoards of the luſtful 
erviſe, their wives and their daughters, who 
ud been thus polluted by his ſecret iniqui- 
es, | | 
They were now all reſolute in deſtroying 
he monſter Alfouran from the face of the 
arth; ſo incenſed were they againſt him, that 


ind he was moſt happy, who could ſhew moſt 


parks of his vengeance on the fallacious der- 
le. 


END OF VOL. 1 


ey tore the ſaint into ten thouſand reliques; 
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